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I.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of preparing a Scenic Heritage Route Management Plan for the M-123 Corridor
from the town of Eckerman to the Village of Newberry is to provide an understanding of a 
designated heritage route, what makes it a special place and furthermore, why it should be 
preserved.

The plan includes the following 

Background and historical data on the corridor 

Maps that identify the corridor boundaries 

Maps displaying the location of amenities and scenic areas throughout the corridor 

Maps displaying current land use within the corridor. 

Recommendations for marketing and publicity of the corridor 

Discussion of what communities may do to explain and interpret the corridor’s
significant resources. 

Simple assessment of community interests for the corridor

The Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route Management Plan is not intended to address every 
issue and problem throughout the corridor.  This plan should be used as a guide to achieve 
community visions, while at the same time, clarifying the issues and actions required for 
protecting its distinctiveness.  This plan cannot change local zoning ordinances, nor does it 
regulate or take away property rights from landowners.  The Plan is a guide for future corridor 
improvements, and enables local communities to maintain more local control within the
boundaries of the corridor without having ownership of the roadway. 

The Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route Management Plan was developed by the 
Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route (herein referred to as the TSHR) Committee, made up of 
representatives from Chippewa Township, Whitefish Township, Paradise, Eckerman, McMillan 
Township, Luce County, the Village of Newberry, Pentland Township, Tahquamenon Falls State 
Park, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, in cooperation with the Michigan Department
of Transportation, and with assistance from numerous agencies and organizations.  The Eastern 
Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission assisted the process of 
developing the management plan by compiling input, information, resources and comments
provided by the Committee and the communities throughout the Scenic Heritage Route. 

Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route 1
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II.  Introduction 

The Tahquamenon Heritage Trail is a picturesque 63-mile stretch of Highway M-123, which was 
originally designated from the Galloway Creek to County Road 500 as a Michigan Scenic Heritage 
Route in 1997.    Michigan Highway M-123, at its’ southern-most point intersects with I-75 about eight 
miles north of the Mackinac Bridge.  From this point, it traverses northwest to Eckerman Corner, where 
it intersects with Highway M-28, one of the Upper Peninsula’s two main east-west thoroughfares.  From 
this intersection at M-28, M-123 begins a horseshoe shaped loop that travels north through Eckerman, in 
Chippewa Township into Whitefish Township in Chippewa County and through the community of 
Paradise where it makes a sharp left turn to the west.  At this stage, the route takes a twisting path 
southwesterly past the Lower and Upper Tahquamenon Falls, through McMillan Township in Luce 
County and eventually passing through the Village of Newberry and again intersects with M-28.  (See 
Location Map on proceeding page) 

This loop of Highway M-123 is the sole connection to one of the Eastern Upper Peninsula’s main tourist 
attractions, the Tahquamenon Falls.  The area is also rich in Michigan history as a major contributor to 
the industrial muscle of mid-America in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.

In the spring of 2005, a group of local stakeholders met to discuss extending the original Tahquamenon 
Scenic Heritage Route to include the entire loop of highway M-123 and requested from the Department 
of Transportation a designation as part of Michigan’s Scenic Heritage Route program.   The original 
route was a stretch of Highway M-123, beginning at the Galloway Creek, in Chippewa County, traveling 
north and then west along M-123 ending at County Road-500 in Luce County.  (See Map 1, 
Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Location.) 

The current Heritage Route boundaries are being extended for the following reasons:
The beginning and end points are distinct places that are easier to locate. 
The Heritage Route flows into other high profile scenic and historic attractions. 
Promotion and marketing of the Scenic Heritage Route will be made simpler with defined 
boundaries.
Provides the Route with a “destination” feel instead of ambiguous starting and ending points 
that do not seem to be inviting to tourists. 
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III. IN AND AROUND THE ROUTE 

History of the Area

The area that the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route travels through is alive with history.   When Father 
Marquette, of the Jesuit Missionaries, made an expedition of the south shore of Lake Superior in 1670, he 
mentions the delicious fish that the Indians gave him at Whitefish Point.   

The fur trade was a big money maker.  The beaver pelt was a stable currency over much of the continent during 
the time when beaver hats were in vogue.  The beaver was a very important reason for early exploration of 
Michigan and areas farther west. 

The cranberry industry is probably the oldest commercial agriculture within the area as several well-planned and 
managed marshes stretched along the shore from Whitefish Point to Vermilion.  The Indian families harvested the 
red berries in the fall and crops were shipped in barrels aboard sail and steamships that stopped at the Point. 

Whitefish Point was an active bustling community with the Whitefish lighthouse, the Life Saving crews, the 
fishermen, the cranberry growers, the trappers, and woodsmen.  The ships would come in with supplies and to 
pick up the barrels of salted fish, cranberries, and other outgoing items.  Passengers also came and went on the 
ships since there was little in the way of land transportation to the northern part of what is Whitefish Township 
today. 

Because water transportation was the main mode of getting around, the stories of shipwrecks and stranded ships 
are many, then, followed the migration of the lumbermen to the Upper Peninsula in the 1880’s.  The logging 
communities of Shelldrake and Emerson housed the lumber camps and sawmill towns.  (See Map 3 Early 
Settlements) “River Rats”, as they were called, ran the logs downstream while the Iron Horse picked up the load 
and shipped them to the faraway ports.   

There were no roads at this time and residents depended upon the boat for getting all their supplies. Alonzo 
Chesebrough of the Chesebrough Lumber Co., erected a sawmill in 1884 and built a store and about 30 tenement 
homes just south of the Tahquamenon Rivermouth.  He named this settlement after his good buddy Curt Emerson, 
a millionaire from Saginaw.  This company wanted to use the railroad so they built a tote road from Eckerman to 
Emerson in 1888, which eventually became M-123. A private telephone line connected the Emerson mill with the 
Eckerman depot, this eventually became Wire Road.  There was no plan for the configuration of the road and it 
was developed according to the ease with which teams of horses and their wagons could get through, following 
lines of least resistance.   

With the first lock in place at Sault Ste. Marie in 1855, boats could transport the much-needed lumber to the lower 
lakes.  The Chicago fire alone created a great demand for lumber.  The lumber was also sent over to England and 
Europe.

The Village of Eckerman was first settled around 1887, as a watering stop for the Duluth, South Shore and 
Atlantic Railroad from the time of the railroad extension from Soo Junction to Sault Ste. Marie.  It appears the 
town was named for John Eckerman who served as a foreman for several projects during the development of the 
railroad in 1887.  Eckerman officially became a Village immediately after the railroad came through.  Prior to the 
railroad, the Peninsular Land Company had a lumber camp in operation, a significant amount of lumber traffic 
was using the Village as their entry and exit point from their camps, and not long after a small settlement was 
soon in existence.  The first Post Office was established in Eckerman in 1889, and had a service area that 
stretched all the way to the Tahquamenon mainstream.  Because there were no post offices in Strongs or Hulbert, 
those areas were also considered Eckerman as far as mailing addresses were concerned.   

There were no roads connecting Eckerman with Sault Ste. Marie or Newberry.  It merely served as an outlet 
station for tiny settlements like Sheldrake, Emerson and Whitefish Point, which were reached mainly by logging 



Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route   
Management Plan - 2007 

5

trails.  One road led north out of town for a few miles, following in part the present route of M-123, then curved 
eastbound towards Brimley.  It was called Haywire Road because, when wagons would break down on the rough 
road, wire from hay bales was often used for emergency repairs.   

In 1895 the Chesbrough Bros. of Emerson were awarded a contract to construct a new county road from Emerson 
to Eckerman, an 18 mile stretch, it was reported in the Sault News on November 30, 1895, that they were making 
good progress on the work.  John Brown, of St. Ignace supervised the construction work.  It was reported that 
construction would continue through the winter until stopped by the snow and then resumed in the spring of 1896.  
The road was predicted to be a great factor in the development of the Western portion of Chippewa County. 

Luce County, like other frontier towns, attracted people from many walks of like and many countries.  Some came 
seeking riches, others adventure, and still others a homeland for their future generations.  According to 
information published in the book by St. Gregory’s Parish for their Diamond Jubilee, the county seat was named 
Grant’s Corner when Matt Surrell came here in 1881. 

The Village of Newberry, the present-day county seat of Luce County, had its origin in a construction camp 
established while the Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic Railroad was being built between St. Ignace and Marquette 
in 1884.  Shortly after the railroad was built, the Vulcan furnace was established, and a community grew up 
around the plant.  The Vulcan Furnace Company manufactured charcoal pig iron.  This area was covered with a 
dense growth of hardwoods, which the company used as a source of charcoal, burned down in the old-type 
beehive kilns.  The charcoal was used to smelt the iron ore shipped here by rail from the Marquette iron range.  
Limestone from nearby quarries was used as a flux, and the pigged iron was shipped by rail and boat to the 
Pennsylvania steel furnaces. 

The growing community was incorporated as a village in 1886, and was named for Truman H. Newberry, a 
prominent Detroit businessman who was financially interested in the Upper Peninsula.  The original plat of the 
village was one-half mile square, quartered by two broad streets, one name Newberry and the other name Truman 
Avenues.  Other streets were named for members of the Newberry family – Helen, Handy, Harrie, John, 
Parmalee, Robinson, Phelps and Charles.  One street was named for the first village president, John Sherman. 

Besides lumbering, farming was the main industry in the county.  Lumbering supported many industries directly, 
such as lumber camps, sawmills, and wood products manufacturing plants.  Indirectly it supported other unrelated 
industries such as farming and commerce.  Farming developed into a highly competitive business in the celery 
growing and marketing fields.  By 1893, the hospital for the mentally ill added a great deal of support to the 
economy for the area. 

Towards the 1900’s, the end of the big timber had arrived for this area and the mills were gradually dismantled 
and rails torn up and shipped away.  The lumbering operations were very wasteful and left tops of trees and 
stumps on the ground of what once used to be 150-foot trees.  The land was stripped of its trees for the many 
quick fortunes with no thought of land management.  Fires helped to end the logging operation as the dried out 
treetop turned to kindling from lightening or sparks from a passing locomotive.  It was in 1922 that a big fire laid 
waste to the area. 

The fire destroyed the growth on the land but prepared the area for one of the most productive wild blueberry 
regions in Michigan.  The berry pickers came in large numbers, as the land was literally blue with berries.  They 
pitched tents near lakes and the river and, staying from one to three weeks, did nothing but pick berries from 
sunup to sunset.  Numerous fires raged through the area in the first two decades of this era, and every available 
source of manpower was used to fight the fires.  Some fires were caused naturally through lightening but the berry 
pickers allegedly set others themselves, with the belief it would produce better berry crops.  Plus, they were paid 
by the government to fight the fires. 
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The community of Paradise started after the lumber industry had dwindled and the lumber companies sold much 
of the land.  The name Paradise is said to have come about when a local landowner’s land was surveyed and he 
remarked that the land was like a paradise for fishing and hunting.  The land was surveyed and platted out.  The 
post office was established in 1947.  The communities of Shelldrake and Emerson became ghost towns. 

It wasn’t until 1975 that Highway M-123 was paved from Paradise south to connect with Highway M-28.  
Highway M-123 was paved to the west in 1976.  It is the only major road, which services the area.  The road 
traveling north to Whitefish Point was not paved until 1987. 

Along the highway a bridge was constructed to cross the Tahquamenon River.  Removal of the old pilings in 1980 
sparked memories of the one lane structure of earlier days.  The old structure was east of the present bridge and 
was a hand-me-down from another location.  Before that a scow was used to ferry across.   

The town of Eckerman thrived best after the arrival of E.H. Sheldon and co. which brought the mill and its 
leadership.  The Lutz and Houlding leadership team of the mill slashed over into the community as well.  When 
railroading was at its peak, there were two freight trains per day through Eckerman, often pulling as many as 175 
to 200 cars loaded with tanbark, pulpwood, and logs.  In addition, there were five or six passenger trains per day, 
one being an express trail. 

The other historical lumber town of Shelldrake in Whitefish Township was at the mouth of the Betsy River.  Logs 
were floated down the river and a railroad grade was created to go even deeper into the forest for the timber. 
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POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE CORRIDOR

The total population of the communities within the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route was estimated at 8,104 
in July, 2004.  This represents a decrease of 2.48 percent since the 2000 Census.  The table below displays the 
population characteristics of the Corridor since 1960. Since the 1990 Census, the population within the corridor 
has increased by 10.33 percent.  However, since the logging boom of the early to mid 1900’s ended, the 
population declined sharply, at over 22 percent since 1960. 

Table 1:  Population 1960 – 2004  

Name 2004 2000 1990 1980 1970 1960

% CH 
1990-
2004

% CH 
1960-
2004

Chippewa Twp. 259 238 279 291 344 424 -7.17% -38.92%

Whitefish Twp. 621 588 517 472 354 465 20.12% 33.55%

Pentland Twp. 1,635 1,749 1715 2207 2306 2978 -4.66% -45.10%

McMillan Twp. 2,916 3,010 2961 3555 3575 4001 -1.52% -27.12%

Village of Newberry 2,673 2,725 1873 2120 2334 2612 42.71% 2.34%
TOTAL POP. 8,104 8,310 7,345 8,645 8,913 10,480 10.33% -22.67% 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.   

Table 2:  Seasonal Homes, Census 2000 

HOUSING STATUS - 1990 to 2000 1990 % DIFF 2000
2000 % OF 

TOT
Total Housing Units 4640 7.5 4988 100.00

Occupied Housing Units 2786 8.7 3027 60.69
Vacant Housing Units 1854 5.8 1961 39.31
For Seasonal, recreation or occasional use 1469 9.1 1603 32.14
Homeowner vacancy rate (%) 3 60 4.8
Rental Vacancy rate (%) 15 -48 7.8

HOUSING TENURE 
Occupied Housing Units 2815 7.5 3027
Owner-Occupied housing units 2169 6.9 2318
Renter-Occupied housing units 687 3.2 709
Average household size of owner-occupied 2.64 -9.8 2.38
Average household size of renter occupied 2.5 -11.2 2.22

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.  NWMICOG, C2kDPMi Data. 

According to the 2000 Census there were 1,603 seasonal housing units within the corridors five (5) incorporated 
communities, this represents 32 percent of the total housing units in the corridor and a 9.1 percent increase 
compared with the 1990 Census.  Tourism is a main driver of the economy in a majority of the communities along 
the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route, placing further importance on protecting the area’s nature assets and 
scenic views.  The housing status of communities along the corridor is also displayed above in Table 2. 
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ATTRACTIONS THROUGHOUT THE HERITAGE ROUTE

The following list includes several amenities that can be found in the map located on page 8, titled
“Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route Attractions”, please refer to this map for the locations of the 
attractions listed. 

1. The Curley Lewis Memorial Highway

This 20-mile stretch of highway running along Lake Superior’s Whitefish Bay offers many scenic views of Lake 
Superior and one can stop just about anywhere along this Federally designated Scenic Byway for a picnic or a
swim.  Federal Forest Service campgrounds and picnic facilities are also available. –A

2. Whitefish Point Bird Observatory

This area is famous for it’s’ birds and the migration of certain species and one of the leading 
observatories in the Country lies along the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route.   Spring and Fall are 
the ideal time for birders to come to this area and observe the many species that travel through the area.

Included are the migrations of Hawks, Loon, Eagles, Falcons, Owls and songbirds.  The bird enthusiasts 
of the area compile statistics of the different species each year.  Annually over 300 different species 
have been spotted and recorded.  The beaches and sand dunes of the Lake Superior shoreline are also 
protected areas during the nesting season of the piping plover. 

3. Crisp Point Lighthouse

Activated in May of 1904 Crisp Point Lighthouse is one of four Life Saving Stations built in 1876 between
Whitefish Point and Grand Marias, located approximately 14 miles west of Paradise.

The lighthouse was constructed in 1903, utilizing an $18,000 appropriation from Congress.  Other buildings in the 
area consisted of a keeper’s house, fog signal building, outbuildings and a small attached entry building, all of
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which were destroyed by the Coast Guard when the light was deactivated in 1989.  The lighthouse itself stands 58 
feet high from the base to the top of the ventilator ball.  The tower’s diameter is 14 feet at the base. 

The tower underwent a significant renovation within the past five years.  The Lighthouse is located at the end of 
CR500 in northern Luce County. -A

   Photo Courtesy of C.Lovett

4,5. Upper And Lower Tahquamenon Falls

One of the major attractions located on this Route is the Tahquamenon Falls.  The Tahquamenon River was 
created through the glacial movement approximately 8000 years ago.  The upper stretch is a vast swampland with 
limestone hills to the south and a sandstone table to the north.  This river drains an area of 790 square miles and
meanders 94 miles before emptying into Whitefish Bay.

A few hundred years ago the banks of the Tahquamenon River were home to Chippewa Indians who fished and 
trapped along the river.  In the last century, lumbermen floated logs on the river from the forests to the mills
downstream.

The word Tahquamenon rings with the language of the Native American.  The name, as it currently appears, 
seems to have gone through a series of transitions from its original Algonquin roots.  On a Jesuit map of the 
Upper Great Lakes printed in 1672, the island off the mouth of the river seems to be labeled “Outa-koua-minan”.
It is generally accepted that this is the earliest form of the word we use today to label the Tahquamenon River.
Since that time missionaries, treaty makers, and writers have all spelled the word phonetically, spelling the word
Otahquamenaw, Otikwaminag, and Taquamenaw until it finally came to rest at Tahquamenon.

The difficulty does not lie in finding a relationship between the present day spelling and its 1672 version.  The
trouble is in the translation.  Many scholars have attempted to translate the term “Tahquamenon”.  Bernard C. 
Peters wrote “The Origin and Meaning of Place Names Along Michigan’s Lake Superior Shoreline Between 
Saulte Ste. Marie and Grand Marais”  published in the May, 1994 Michigan Academician.  In that article Peters 
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states that the name on the Jesuit map refers to the “short cut” across Whitefish Bay and was not originally 
intended to label the river. 

Herman Cameron, a member of the Bay Mills Tribe, and relative of Waub-O-Jeeg, a famous local Chief, says the 
translation refers to an incident involving some lost women.  It seems, according to Cameron in a 1959 
Hiawathaland interview, that some lost women were located near the river.  The stream naturally became known 
as “the river where the women were lost”.

Virgil J. Vogel, author of Indian Names in Michigan, discounts the popular “Marsh of the Blueberries” and 
speculates that the name is a misspelling of outaouac, and menon, meaning “good land or place”.  Mr. Vogul, 
however, concludes in agreement with the Jesuit Father William Gagnieur who after searching in 1930 for the 
meaning of the name states that it must be a very old word  “and the original meaning appears to be lost in the 
past”.

The Falls are formed where the river sometimes flows between stone cliffs a hundred feet high.  The Upper Falls 
drop nearly 50 feet over a single 200-foot wide precipice made up of layers of Cambrian sandstone, 500 million 
years old.  More than 50,000 gallons of water per second have been recorded flowing over the Upper Falls.  The 
golden brown color of the water, as it billows out over the sandstone escarpment, is caused by the tannic acid 
released into the water by the decaying vegetation in the swamps where the river originates.  Falling to the 
riverbed below in one uninterrupted cascade, the water explodes off large, semi-submerged boulders in clouds of 
mist before flowing on through the broad riverbed. 

The rocky escarpment over which the water falls extends laterally to both sides beyond the falls, forming an 
amphitheater like backdrop.  The trees around the river and falls grow right up to the rivers’ edge, often extending 
out over the water.  This is one of the largest old-growth northern hardwood forest with trees 300 to 400 years and 
older.

The Upper Falls are located in Luce County and in Michigan’s second largest state park.  It is the second largest 
waterfall, in water flow volume, east of the Mississippi, bested only by Niagara Falls. 

Four miles down river from the Upper Falls is the Lower Tahquamenon Falls.  These four miles is perhaps the 
most varied stretch of the river with alternating pools and rapids.  The Lower Falls consists of five separate 
cascades (total drop of 22 feet) on both sides of a large island.  The Lower Falls are located in Whitefish 
Township of Chippewa County. 

The Tahquamenon Falls are magnificent and attracted 500,000-day visitors and campers in 2004.  The camping, 
hiking trails, boardwalk and viewing platforms to and around the Falls are just some of what’s available.  The 
Upper Falls is home to Camp 33 and the Tahquamenon Falls Brewery & Pub consisting of three structures:  an 
outdoor pavilion area which has over the counter food service, summer only; a fine gift and souvenir shop; and 
the Brewery & Pub serving causal fine dining and fresh beer in a family atmosphere.  The Lower Falls has a 
playground, picnic area, fast food and ice-cream concession, a fine gift and souvenir shop and some of the areas 
finest campgrounds.   

The Upper Tahquamenon Falls is open year around giving people time to enjoy the four seasons of the 
Tahquamenon with beautiful flowers and a full flow in the spring, the abundance of summer, the colors of fall and 
the cold white of winter.   The winter season is starting to become as busy as the summer season with the many 
snowmobile trails and cross-country ski trails available in the area. The Pub stays open year round, seven days a 
week (with the exception of only two short seasonal breaks) so as to provide food and spirits to the visitors.  
Winter camping is also available at the Lower Falls State Park. 
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Tahquamenon Falls State Park Map

6. Muskallonge State Park

This beautiful State Park is located between the shores of Muskallonge Lake and Lake Superior and has 175
modern campsites.  The park is noted for its forests, lakes, streams, fine fishing and agates. –A

Muskallonge Lake is an oddity.  Located only a few rods from Lake Superior, the level of Muskallonge is some 
20 feet higher than that of the big lake. Surrounding ground is just lake sand, and why this difference in level 
prevails has never been satisfactorily explained. During lumbering days, an attempt was made to use 
Muskallonge Lake as a huge mill pond, with a canal built from the small lake to Lake Superior, for the sole 
purpose of floating logs down to the mill.  Fortunately the government stepped in and thwarted this ambitious but 
destructive program, which would have drained the small lake dry in a matter of weeks. 

7. Tahquamenon Logging Museum

Located in a lovely park just north of Newberry on M-123; the Tahquamenon Logging Museum features artifacts 
from Michigan’s early days of lumbering.  The tour is self-guided through the buildings with volunteers to tell
you call about the Logging Days.-A
-A:  Information obtained Tahquamenon Country Land Between The Lakes Visitor’s Guide.  Reproduced with permission.  Newberry Area
Tourism Association. 
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8. Luce County Historical Museum

This unique Queen-Anne Style building is built with Jacobsville sandstone and boasts many stone arches and
turrets.  The museum is located in Newberry’s old Jail/Sheriff’s House. –A

Photo Courtesy of Lisa DenBoer

9. Hamilton Lake

The nature area project seeks to preserve the site’s biological diversity, a product of varied, undisturbed terrain 
and water features.  The site has many features of special interest; the ten acre lake has a 50’ deep spring and its 
headwaters to Teaspoon Creek, which flows into the Tahquamenon River; a surviving line tree from the original 
1853 survey; visible glacial features and scenic vistas.
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       Photo Courtesy of Sharon Brown

Great Lakes Historical Shipwreck Museum

Historic Whitefish Point is located 11 miles north of Paradise at the northern end of Whitefish Point Road.  It is 
the site of the oldest operating light station on Lake Superior, established in 1849.  Today, the Great Lakes 
Shipwreck Museum Complex attracts over 90,000 visitors during its May 15 – October 15 season.  Exhibits 
include artifacts, works of art, and ship models of 13 historic wrecks along Lake Superior’s Shipwreck Coast; 
displays trace the history of the U.S. Lighthouse Service and U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Station.  Visitors may tour 
the museum, 1861 light-keepers quarters, and see a video presentation.  The bell of the Edmund Fitzgerald is 
featured as a memorial to sailors lost on the Great Lakes.  The museum won the Governor’s Cultural Organization 
Award in 1999.

Diving Preserve

The Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society was instrumental in getting the formal designation of the waters 
around Whitefish Point as an underwater preserve because of the historical significance of the artifacts on the 
bottom lands of Lake Superior.  It is the largest such preserve on the Great Lakes and has become known as the 
“Graveyard of the Great Lakes”.

Lake Superior has claimed hundreds of ships and scores of lives in the past 150 years.  Although refreshing and
serene on most days, she can show her wrath with storms of ruthless force and Whitefish Bay has seen many a 
freighter sitting tight waiting out the storm.

Because of the temperature of the water, ship wreckage is remarkably clean and intact making for wonderful
diving opportunities.  The water is so clear that most times a diver has 30-60 feet visibility.  The coldness of the 
water also limits the underwater growth and no zebra mussels have been seen yet.  Charters are available and 
diving is fast becoming a major attraction to the area.

Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route
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Campgrounds

How better to experience the wilderness and serenity of the woods and river than by camping.  The 
Tahquamenon Falls State Park has modern camping available at the Lower Falls and the Rivermouth 
Campground.  The Rivermouth Campground has rustic sites available along the Tahquamenon River 
bank.  State Forest campgrounds, maintained by the MDNR, provide 25 sites at Andrus Lake and 17 
sites at the Shelldrake Dam on North Whitefish Point Road.   Traveling north along CR 500 can lead to 
rustic camping at Two Hearted River Canoe Camp with 4 sites, another 20 at Bodi Lake and 22 at 
Culhane Lake, all maintained by the State department.  Private campgrounds, resorts and cabins are also 
available throughout Whitefish Township and upper Luce County.  See the table located on the 
proceeding page for a listing of Campgrounds within the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route, along 
with the available amenities at each location. 

CAMPGROUND INDEX - 2005 

Name  Nearest Municipality Sw
im

m
in

g

Pi
cn

ic
ki

ng
 

El
ec

tr
ic

ity

Fl
us

h 
To

ile
ts

 

H
ik

in
g 

B
oa

tin
g 

# 
of

 S
ite

s 

Andrus Lake SFC 6 mi. N of Paradise ? P H B 25

Bass Lake SFC 9.5 mi. N of McMillan S B 18

Bodi Lake SFC 32 mi. NE of Newberry ? P H B 20

Culhane Lake SFC 30 mi. NE of Newberry S P H 22

High Bridge SFC 23 mi. N of Newberry 7

Muskallonge State Park 30 mi. N of Newberry S P E F H B 179

Natalie Lake SFC 4.5 mi. W of Newberry ? P H B 12

Perch Lake SFC 25 mi. N of Newberry S B 35

Pike Lake SFC 20 mi. NE of Newberry S P B 23

Pretty Lake SFC 27 mi. NW of Newberry S P H B* 18

Red & Green Bridge SFC 31 mi. NE of Newberry P 4

Shelldrake Dam SFC 8 mi. N of Paradise ? P H B 18

Tahquamenon Falls State Park 29 mi. NW of Eckerman  P E F H B 319

Two Hearted Rivermouth SFC 35 mi. NE of Newberry S P H B 39

*nonmotorized boats only 

Source:  Michigan Campground Guide, 2005 

Harbors Coordinates Amenities on Site
Little Lake State Dock 46  43' 06" N Vault Toilets and Launch 

85  21' 48" W 
Whitefish Point State Dock 46  45' 31" N Vault Toilets and Launch 

85  57' 52" W 
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Trails

Throughout the land in both Chippewa and Luce Counties there are many logging roads, backwoods 
trails, snowmobile trails, cross-country ski trails, and hiking trails. The Paradise Pathways has parking 
available and lies along the Route just west of Paradise.  It travels through much of the area.   There is a 
four-mile hiking trail between the Upper and Lower Falls as well as smaller hiking trails around the 
Falls area. 

The North Country Hiking Trail travels through Whitefish & McMillan Township.  This designated 
national foot trail extends 3500 miles long running from New York to North Dakota, offering many 
surprises and wonderful views. 

Over 200 miles of groomed snowmobile trails have become a major tourism attraction for the area.  The 
annual snowfall can be cited as the main reason this area attracts snowmobilers.  In the last 10 years 
there has been an average base of 200 inches of snow.   The trails travel west and connect to the central 
Upper Peninsula in Grand Marais and south/east to the very tip of the eastern Upper Peninsula.   The 
trails are well marked and maps are available to show the coverage of the area. 

Cross-country ski trails are groomed at the Upper Falls with a 4 mile loop trail for enjoyment.  Paradise 
Pathway is also a groomed ski trail traveling through the forested area north of the Heritage Route just 
outside of Paradise. 

Dogsledding has also become a popular winter time sport.  The area has seen an increase in dog sledding 
activities.  Annual races are held in northern Luce County.

There are many miles of designated ORV trails in the area.  ORV trail maps and regulations are 
available at the Falls State Park Headquarters and/or Newberry DNR Operations Service Center. 

Trail Listing - 2005 
Trails/Pathways Index Nearest Municipality Length Hiking Biking ORV Bridle X-Ski MB
Bodi Lake 32 mi. NE of Newberry 1.25 mi. H B
Canada Lakes Pathway 5.5 mi. SE of Newberry 14 mi. H B X
Muskallonge - Hiking Trail 30 mi. NE of Newberry H O X
Tahquamenon-Clark Lake Loop 29 mi. N of Eckerman 5.6 mi. H X
Tahquamenon-Emerson Trail 29 mi. N of Eckerman 1 mi. H X
Tahquamenon-Giant Pines Trail 29 mi. N of Eckerman 3.5 mi. H X
Tahquamenon-Nature Trail 29 mi. N of Eckerman 1 mi. H X
Tahquamenon-River Trail 29 mi. N of Eckerman 4 mi. H X
Tahquamenon-Wilderness Loop 29 mi. N of Eckerman 7.4 mi. H X
Two-Hearted ORV Trail Northern McMillan Twp. O M
Silver Creek ORV Trail Northern McMillan Twp. 29 mi. O M
Sandtown ORV Trail SW Luce County 31.6 mi. O M
Newberry, Brevort, Trout Lk. 
ORV Trail Southern Luce County 52.25 mi. O M
Pine Ridge ORV Trail Northern Luce County 44 mi. O M
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Ghost Towns

There’s not much left but the spirits and history of what once were the logging towns of Shelldrake, 
Emerson and Vermilion. 

Shelldrake village was the most prominent, founded in 1895.  It was named for the many Shelldrake 
(merganser) ducks that congregate around the mouth of the Betsy River where the village is located. 

The large mill and docks, with railroad tracks that extended into Whitefish Bay, led Shelldrake to be 
referred to as a model lumbering village.  At one time close to one thousand people lived there, although 
that number probably reflects the seasonal influx of workers rather than a year round population.
There were a number of businesses, which included a hospital, hotels and a school.  The school 
instructed students in grade kindergarten through eight.  The total student population rarely, if ever, 
exceeded sixty-five.  The School Census of 1921 attests out of 83 students in the entire township, 
Shelldrake had 55, followed by 13 at Whitefish Point, eight at Emerson, and seven at Vermilion. 
Emerson was settled in 1882 when the Chesebrough Lumber Company established a mill just south of 
the mouth of the Tahquamenon River.  The school first began to function around 1890 until the 
schoolhouse was moved in 1927, to Paradise, and students attended there from then on.  A historical 
marker locates the ghost town of Emerson along the Scenic Heritage Route just south of the 
Tahquamenon Rivermouth.   

Canoeing

Canoeing and kayaking are other popular ways of enjoying this area.  The Tahquamenon River has also 
become an annual site for canoe racing in early fall.  In north Luce County, canoeists can also enjoy the 
Two Hearted River. 

Forests

While traveling along the Tahquamenon Heritage Route, one may see the white and green Society of 
American Foresters (SAF) signage placed along the Route.  The guide, distributed by the Michigan 
Forest Resource Alliance, explains what the numbers stand for and gives information on the types, 
history and age of tree stands throughout the Upper Peninsula and along this Route.  Five major forest 
designators run along the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route, including White Birch, Red Pine, Jack 
Pine, Spruce-Fir, Northern Hardwoods, as well as a Grass Opening designator which is given to more 
than 3 acres of open area.  The Grass Opening is a wide-open area, visible to those traveling west along 
M-123 between Newberry and CR-500 on the Tahquamenon Loop.   At 1500 acres, the primeval forest 
of American Beech, Sugar Maple Eastern Hemlock and Yellow Birch ranks near the top of Michigan’s 
list of significant natural resources.   Along the route at the Upper Tahquamenon Falls lies the only place 
in Michigan where a state highway is surrounded by a primeval forest. 
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IV.  RECOMMENDATIONS

Preliminary Enhancement Recommendations

The Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route has proven to be a major tourist attraction for the State of Michigan. With
continued success in mind, community leaders have identified several planning studies and infrastructure
improvement projects geared towards enhancing aesthetics and improving accessibility along the route.  Examples
include:  trail enhancements for non-motorized traffic, enhanced roadside picnic areas that offer scenic viewsheds,
more informational kiosks displaying information about the area, streetscaping enhancements and various other
tourism related improvements throughout the corridor. 

Welcoming Center/Public Pavilion

The Heritage Route Committee has identified a need for an informational turn-out in Whitefish or Chippewa
Township for travelers heading north along the route.  The turn-out would be a place for visitors to pull off the
highway, use the restrooms, obtain information on the area, etc.

This committee feels strongly about providing places of welcome near both points of entry (Eckerman and the 
Village of Newberry), because the current land ownership status in Chippewa Township consists primarily of State 
and Federal lands, the Committee identified Eckerman as an ideal location for a Gateway type entry sign for the
Heritage Route.

The Whitefish Township Community Building is located on the east shore side of the Route as you enter into the
community of Paradise. As referenced in the Township’s Recreation Plan, it is the intent of the Township to
develop this area as a welcome pavilion, picnic area, and public swimming beach with handicap access and modern
public restrooms with changing areas.  This development would serve as a multi-use facility, accommodating 
tourist and local residents alike.  The vision includes a gathering place for the community, families, a shelter to 
traveling bicyclists, a place for cultural concerts, recreational activities, etc.

Airport

A recreational airport has been proposed for construction along M-123 west of Paradise, on the north side of the
road.  If constructed, the airport would be designed to carry a B-2 designation for small planes; in addition, the
airport will have the capability to support small charter planes.  The facility would have a full service terminal,
complete with vending machines and rest rooms.

Parking

Whitefish Township owns land across the street on the west side of the Route, directly across from the Whitefish
Township Community Center, which could be used for a parking lot. This location would provide overflow parking
that is desperately needed during summer holidays and festivals.  This parking would also be used for those tourists
traveling in large RVs or pulling campers, who would rather take a bus tour to the Tahquamenon Falls. 

Tahquamenon Falls State Park Whitefish Bay Picnic Area

This recently completed project (just north of the Tahquamenon River) will serve as an orientation locater for the
Park and surrounding area.  The site has been refurbished with all new amenities, including: Interpretive and
Informational Kiosks, Picnic Benches and Tables, Grills, Contour Benches and Restroom facilities, additional
driveway and parking lot pavement (funded by MDOT Enhancement grant).  Pictured below.

Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route
Management Plan – 2007
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Tahquamenon Falls State Park Whitefish Bay Picnic Area (Photo courtesy of Theresa Grattan-TFSP)

Marina

Water travel is a big part of Michigan’s summer season.  Lake Superior attracts many of these recreational boaters to 
numerous locations throughout the Upper Peninsula.  In 1995, the EUP Regional Planning & Development
Commission worked on a Management Plan for the St. Mary’s River Island Explorer Water Trail.  This water trail
for boaters is an opportunity to promote Michigan through water travel along the shores and islands of Michigan.
The development of a harbor or expansion of the current Whitefish Bay Safe Harbor in Whitefish Bay could help
extend the Island Explorer Water Trail past Sault Ste. Marie through the Soo Locks and into Lake Superior with a
safe point of refuge within a reasonable distance for boat traveling.

Whitefish Point is home to a small Harbor of Refuge with transient dockage, vault toilets and a launch ramp
maintained by the State.

The mouth of the Betsy River (Shelldrake) was once a natural harbor of refuge and could be developed into a man-
made harbor.

The development of a pier or docking that could handle larger boats close to downtown Paradise is another proposed
enhancement which would attract boaters to the area.

Charcoal Iron Brownfield Redevelopment - Newberry

A proposed welcome Center with restrooms, RV parking area, snowmobile (and possibly ORV) staging area with
storage facilities, hiking and/or ORV trail, possible site for a vocational training center located at the intersection of
M-123 and County Road 462. The area will need to be connected by footpaths and/or sidewalks to downtown
Newberry to allow pedestrian movements through a potential elevated arched walkway or ADA accessible
footpath/sidewalks across the CN railroad tracks located just north of the Elk’s Club in downtown Newberry.
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Bike Paths

Biking is becoming a very popular sport and many states have road trail systems as well as mountain bike trail
systems that, when promoted, attract thousands of bikers.  Bikers have started to come to this area and are traveling
along this route. In the present state of the winding Route as it travels along M-123, the committee would like to see
a safer path for these bikers. With this in mind, the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route Committee would prefer
to widen the shoulder along Highway M-123 or develop a separate 10 to 12 foot wide paved path to provide for long
distance bikers.

Because of the abundance of State owned land, there are numerous opportunities to develop a backwoods mountain
bike trail system.   With many campers already toting bicycles, these trail systems would enhance the visitors
experience to the existing parks.  The proposed trail systems also have the potential for educating the visitors on
native species of plants and wildlife with the addition of informational signage along the trails.

Loops could also be designed using the logging roads and gravel roads that are located near various campgrounds.
These loops, if developed would be constructed and maintained by local units of government or a trail authority if
deemed plausible. Specific details of such trails or pathways are not known at the date of the publishing of this plan.

Boardwalks/Viewing Platforms

The ghost town of Emerson is marked with a historic marker along the Tahquamenon Heritage Route. The
Committee feels that this would be a good area to provide a boardwalk and viewing area for visiting tourists to walk
along.

The Water Tank Lakes Scenic Area is another place along the Route that visitors like to stop and see the wildlife.
The future recommendation is for a small interpretive center (i.e. kiosk) with an off road parking area where visitors
could stop and read about the area.

“Watchable Wildlife” Area is proposed for development in the Marshland Scenic Viewshed area, bounded by the
Murphy Creek and the Rainbow Lodge in northern Luce County.  This area could be enhanced with a small off road
parking area, benches and interpretive signage.

Water Tank Lakes Area (Photo courtesy of Theresa Grattan-TFSP)
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Informational Signage

The placement of informational signage along hiking trails and at various “turn-outs” could be used to inform the 
touring visitors of the names of native species of plants and animals that are seen.  Three locations have been
identified as being most appropriate for the development of informational turn outs:

1) Hamilton Lake: Proposed information kiosks would highlight the history of the area, the nature preserve, and then
provide the traveler with information about the Scenic Heritage Route.  The view is worth the short diversion of less
than one mile from M-123.   As one drives west on County Road 428 and comes to the crest of the hill overlooking
the Tahquamenon Valley, a visitor's first view is a spectacular panorama of Hamilton Lake, the surrounding hills of
the Newberry moraine, and the contrasting swamps of the Tahquamenon Valley.  From an elevation of
approximately 890 feet, the County Road drops you down nearly 800 feet to the lake and county parking area to
experience a view of Hamilton Lake mirrored against the hardwood hills to the south.  The Hamilton Lake Nature
Area Committee has installed signage to interpret the natural features of this site; the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage
Route Committee will propose any additional signage necessary in separate plan to MDOT in order to adequately
sign the proposed scenic turnout.

2) Eckerman Rearing Pond: This site is located along the East Branch of the Tahquamenon River north of
Eckerman in Chippewa Township. A total of 13.3 miles of the East Branch is designated as a “Wild and Scenic
River” as well as a Blue Ribbon Trout Stream.  The East Branch of the Tahquamenon River is a high-quality brook
trout stream which is Michigan’s designated “State Fish”.  The stream has excellent water temperatures for trout and
a mostly sandy bottom.  Persistent anglers, who overcome the dense alder along much of its length, are well 
rewarded for their efforts.  There is a river walk is located at the site of the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources trout-rearing pond.   This was operated in the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s and is known as the Eckerman
Rearing Ponds”.  Currently there is a small moss covered bridge at the site in good condition, which leads out to a 
flowing fresh water aquifer, which would make for an ideal picnic area (see attached diagram).  The site has a 
relatively high bank free of brush and trees which permit a scenic view of the river and peaceful sound of fast 
running water. 

3) Marshland Scenic View Areas:  The Marshland Scenic Viewshed area, along M-123 between the Skyline Road
and the Murphy Creek in Luce County, 7 miles north of the Village of Newberry, this picturesque three mile 
segment is filled with scenic views of pristine marshland areas, patterned peatlands and wildlife habitats native to
the Tahquamenon Area.   Informational center construction would include site preparation, excavation,
installation/construction informational kiosks, benches and other amenities related to the center.  By adding the
aforementioned amenities at this site, travelers will be able to safely pull off from the highway to enjoy the one of a 
kind scenic views offered by the pristine Marshland Scenic Viewshed area.

Gateways for snowmobile paths in Paradise and Newberry would be an added attraction, as well as uniform
directional signage unique to the area.

Streetscaping

Streetscape initiatives along the Route and through the Villages of Newberry and Paradise would enhance the Route
and make the area more attractive to visitors. In Paradise, off street sidewalks, curbed streets with controlled
business access, and lighting would make the downtown area safer and encourage visitors to get out and walk 
around.  Many depictions have already been laid out in the Visual Corridor Enhancement Strategy, completed in 
2003.  This strategy offers several renderings of what the downtown district could look like with some infrastructure
and landscaping modifications.

Both communities have developed beautification plans. In Paradise, the business downtown has agreed to a 
maritime theme.  The township would like to see a sidewalk that runs from the Community Center into the
downtown area. In Newberry, a major streetscape project, which included improved lighting and façade
enhancements, were completed in 2004. The community has long sought to extend the visual enhancements north of
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the community, at selected “gateway” areas; these enhancements could include improved landscaping, pedestrian
friendly amenities or any number of a variety of items to enhance traveler appeal as one enters the Newberry area.

Local officials are encouraged to develop and enforce zoning laws to keep private land owners conscious of the
view along the route and keeping it as pristine as possible. Connection into the Route through new construction
should be carefully considered and landowners should be encouraged to maintain or clean up their properties to
enhance the naturalness along the Route as much as possible.

Sample Streetscaping Designs (Paradise Visual Enhancement Plan, LIAA 2003)
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Trail Head Facilities

The top priority for Whitefish Township is to improve the parking lot just west of the Whitefish Township
Community Center; the Township would like to utilize this lot as a trailhead area for snowmobilers and skiers.
Enhancements include additional parking, a fire pit and benches.

Several other improvements are being recommended for trail head sites north of downtown Newberry, specifically
the Old Charcoal Iron Brownfield Site, which is within the Village limits of Newberry. Brownfield Redevelopment
Welcome Center with restrooms, RV parking area, snowmobile (and possibly ORV) staging area with storage
facilities, hiking and/or ORV trail, possible site for a vocational training center. The area will need to be connected
by footpaths to downtown Newberry, to allow pedestrian to connect to the Downtown district through a network of
elevated arched walkways.

Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route
Management Plan – 2007

30



Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route
Eastern Inventory

_̂

_̂

_̂

%9

ÑÙ

$+

$+

!5

ÑÙ
!5
ÑÙ

$+
!\

!\

!\
!\

%, !\

")")

")

") ÚÚ

%,
ÑÙÑÙ

Tahq Falls SP
Boundary SignNational Forest

Boundary Sign

!o

Whitefish
Point

Lighthouse

Eckerman
Rearing Pond

"Gateway Sign"
Eckerman

Curley Lewis
Memorial Highway

0 5 10
Miles

SAF = Society of American Foresters
SAF 6 = Hardwoods
SAF 3 = Jack Pine

TOD = Tourist Oriented Directional
SP = State Park

_̂

_̂

!\

")")

ÑÙ

Hardwoods

ParadiseTrailhead

TOD Signs
#1 & #2

Paradise
Parking

Whitefish Twp
Community Center

M 123

South BranchBetsy River W
hi

te
fis

h
Po

in
t

Shelldrake

Paradise

Paradise

0 1 2
Miles

ÑÙ

!5

ÑÙ

$+

!\

!\

%, !\

")

")Ú

%,

ÑÙ

Betsy
Lake

Sheephead
Lake

Clark Lake

Water Tank
Lakes

Tahquemenon
River

TSHR Sign
TOD

Sign #4

SAF 6 Beaver
Pond Area

Tahq Falls SP
Boundary Sign

TODS
Sign #3

Stables
Picnic Area

Old Growth
Pine Area

SAF 3
Tahq Falls SP
Headquarters

M 123

M 123

Upper Falls

C
ou

nt
y

R
oa

d
50

0

Lower Falls

Upper & Lower Falls

0 1 2
Miles

_̂

!5

!\

Ú
TSHR Sign

Whitefish Bay Picnic
Area & Visitor Center

Rivermouth
Scenic Turnout

Emerson
Boardwalk

M
12

3

Tahquamenon
River

Tahquamenon Rivermouth

0 0.25 0.5
Miles

Land Division
Non-Public

Hiawatha National Forest

Lake Superior State Forest

Tahquamenon Falls State Park

Legend
Current Route

Route Extension

Roads

Rivers

$+ Boundary Sign

_̂ Future Enhancement

%9 Gateway Sign

!5 Picnic

ÑÙ Point of Interest

%, SAF Sign

!\ Scenic

") TOD Sign

Ú TSHR Sign

·

Source: MDOT



_̂

ÑÙÑÙ̂_

ÑÙ

ÑÙ ÑÙ

ÑÙ%9

_̂

_̂

!Z

_̂
ÑÙ̂_

!\

Schoolcraft CO

Murphy Creek
Scenic Area

Enhancement

Betsy Lake

North
Manistique Lake

East Branch Tahqu

Muskallonge
Lake

Muskallonge
State ParkDeer

Park

Purman
Rock

Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route
Western Inventory

0 5 10
Miles·

Legend

_̂ Future Enhancement

%9 Gateway Sign

!Z Historic Marker

ÑÙ Point of Interest

!\ Scenic

Land Divisions
Non-Public

Hiawatha National Forest

Lake Superior State Forest

Tahquamenon Falls State Park

_̂

ÑÙÑÙ

_̂

ÑÙ

ÑÙ
%9

_̂

_̂

_̂

ÑÙ̂_

!\

Tahquamenon River
Flooding Area

Luce Co
Airport

Pa
th

w
ay

En
ha

nc
em

en
t

International
Bird Site

Dollarville
Dam

Historic
Kiosk

Hamilton Lake
Nature Area

Greenway

Luce CO
Courthouse
& Historical

Museum

Snowmobile
Trailhead

Logging
Museum McMillan Twp

Tribal Center

DNR
Headquarters

"Gateway Sign"
Newberry

M
12

3

County
Road 462

County
Road 428

M 28

County
Road 466

Twin
Lakes

Kaks
Lake Macki

Lake

Tahquamenon
River

TeaspoonCreek

!*

Brownfield
Enhancement

Site

Newberry

0 0.5 1
Miles

Source: MDOT



Preservation Enhancements

The Heritage Route Committee would like to continue to promote the preservation of forests and water that surround
the Tahquamenon Heritage Scenic Route and the uniqueness of the land as it relates to the wildlife.

Shoreline areas, in the far northern Whitefish Point and Crisp Point Lighthouse areas, need to be protected from
erosion and preserved in their current state. 

Forests provide a home for the wildlife as well as the scenic vistas while traveling along the route.  Forest 
management is the key to maintaining and keeping the forests surrounding the Heritage Route as pristine as is 
feasible given current forest management practices and potential modifications to enhance scenic views.

Education of the public regarding conservation techniques could also be a valuable tool for preserving the area.  This
could be accomplished through the creation of Welcome Centers in Paradise and Newberry with restrooms,
interpretative displays area, storage and refuge for travelers.

In addition, smart Growth, the Conservation Planning/Design Concept is one technique used to preserve and protect
the land.  Redesign of the town of Paradise’s streetscape would concentrate on preservation and expansion.

Several of these ideas have been incorporated into a Visual Corridor Enhancement Plan that was completed in 2003,
it is the recommendation of this Committee that those ideas be built upon and fostered towards implementation
within the community. A small historic museum would greatly preserve the history of the area and provide for
another tourist attraction.  Cranberry and blueberry production could be incorporated thus preserving a big part of
Tahquamenon area’s history.

Designation and clean-up of potential brown fields in the area such as the former Road Commission site, is a need
within the community of Paradise.  Remediation has been done on the 43 acre Brownfield site in the village of
Newberry, with transfer of property to the Luce County EDC pending for redevelopment.

As shipping/water travel is a big part of the history, preservation and protection of the area’s lighthouses at
Whitefish Point and Crisp Point should also be a priority.

Hamilton Lake

The nature area project seeks to preserve the site’s biological diversity, a product of varied, undisturbed terrain and
water features.  The site has many features of special interest; the ten acre lake has a 50’ deep spring and is
headwaters to Teaspoon Creek, which flows into the Tahquamenon River; a surviving tree line from the original
1853 survey; visible glacial features and scenic vistas. Desired improvements/enhancements include: picnic area,
with universal access and the appropriate amenities; foot traffic access to lakeshore, restroom facilities w/ universal
access; boardwalk wetland foot trail. Possible inclusion of a new nature center on bordering county owned property.
The recommendation of the TSHR Committee is for informational kiosk placement, benches, picnic tables and other
related handicap accessible amenities.
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Hamilton Lake (photo courtesy of Sharon Brown)

Hamilton Lake Nature Area (photo courtesy of Sharon Brown)
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Tahquamenon Area Civic Center

A concept that has been in the development stages for the past decade, this proposed multi-purpose Community
Civic Center would include an ice arena, conference facilities, and a potential wellness center expansion with 
community pool. This collaborative effort amongst Luce County, Pentland Township, the Village of Newberry and
McMillan Township are currently pursuing the creation of a recreation authority to move this project forward.  The
Eastern U.P. Resource Conservation and Development agency has allocated 1,000 hours of technical assistance to 
this project.  At the current time the Civic Center Committee is working with an ecological consulting firm to pursue
plans for a green building.

Newberry Greenway/walk-way

This proposed walkway would connect the recreational area of the Luce County skill property and the Hamilton
Lake Nature Area to the Village of Newberry.  The current informal trail has long been a corridor for foot, bike and
snowmobile traffic.  It connects into the Village at the south west corner of town, on the end of Victory Way. This
area has two senior living buildings, a rent-control apartment building and an assisted living residence. An
accessible walkway would add to the residents ability to enjoy the outdoors with family and friends. A footpath up
the hill would also be a much-needed secondary transportation route for people seeking services at the County
Health Department or mental health facilities, as both of these public facilities are at the top of the hill near the
County property.  This walkway would encourage and promote physical fitness within the entire community.
Potential sponsorship and funding for this project are currently being discussed.  Universal access, landscaping, and
lighting are a few of the proposed enhancements, along this potential network of walkways.

Luce County Historical Museum
Continued restoration and renovation to this 19th century, Queen-Anne style former sheriff’s lodging and jail would
enhance the museum resulting in more tourist traffic.

Luce County Historical Museum (Photo Courtesy of Lisa DenBoer)
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Brownfield Redevelopment (Charcoal Iron Site)
Proposed redevelopment of the Charcoal Iron Brownfield Site could include a welcome center in Newberry,
complete with restrooms, RV parking area, snowmobile (and possibly ORV) staging area with storage facilities,
hiking and/or ORV trail, possible site for a vocational training center. The area will need to be connected by
footpaths to downtown, to allow pedestrian access through a proposed network of elevated arched walkways.

Crisp Point Lighthouse
Continued preservation of the lighthouse and expansion of available amenities include restroom and birding
observation area.

Crisp Point Lighthouse (Photo © F.Zurcher, www.crisppointlighthouse.org)

Expansion of Logging Museum Facilities

Link the existing Logging Museum’s nature trail to the township owned property containing the old tribal center,
and display native dwelling; rehabilitate and preserve the existing historical structures and expand the use of the
property. Overflow parking, rest stop and picnic area could be redeveloped on the township owned property on the
east side of M-123, south of the museum. Restroom facilities would also be needed.
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Promotional Enhancements

There are several viable options for promoting the Scenic Heritage Route, some of which could include a web page, 
brochure, marketing materials, public television spots, and various other advertisements in regional tourism related 
publications. 

A web site should be created that depicts the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route and all of the history surrounding it.  The 
web page would contain maps showing the location and pictures of the various attractions.  The site could also be linked to 
many other attractions in the area that have web sites. 

The Heritage Route Committee would also like to develop an informational brochure about the Route itself and all the area 
attractions.  This brochure could be placed at the various Welcome Centers throughout Michigan and distributed through 
national distribution centers. 

Public television is a promotional tool that would provide information on the things to do and see while traveling along this 
Route.  Local news stations could “spotlight” the Route for early morning news programs.  The Route could also be 
promoted through Travel Michigan, the State of Michigan’s promotional brochure, and UPTRA (the Upper Peninsula Travel 
& Recreation Association). 

A tour bus, with historic and descriptive narrative of the Route and attractions would enhance visitors experience with the 
Route.  This bus would afford visitors a comfortable and safe tour with stops along highlights of the Route.  Parking for 
visitors and the bus would begin and end at the Whitefish Township Community Center.  This would also minimize the 
environmental impact of increased vehicle traffic. 

Signage Plan

The committee strongly agrees that the current signage of this route is inadequate, and in order to attract more tourists to the 
scenic route, we need to implement a plan for signage.  The MDOT has indicated that signs will be allowed at the following 
locations along the Scenic Heritage Route: 

1.  Northbound M-123 north of M-28 on the east junction (Eckerman, Chippewa Twp.) 
2.  Northbound M-123 north of M-28 on the west junction (Newberry, McMillan Twp.) 
3.  One sign in each direction on M-123 at the junction with H37 (Four-Mile Corner, McMillan Twp.) 
4.  One sign in each direction on M-123 either side of Paradise (Whitefish Twp.) 
5.  One sign in each direction on M-123 at the intersection of the Curley Lewis Highway (Whitefish Twp.) 

This would provide the designated route with a total of 8 signs.   These signs should be placed on existing poles, possibly 
with route markers.  The Region Traffic Technician and the TSC Traffic Engineer will determine exact sign placement. 

This would be a significant improvement, compared with the current 5 signs for the entire 28 mile designate route. 

The potential also exists for developing larger off-premise signs that could be located along the route, particularly at the axis
of M-28, in Eckerman and the Newberry Area, greeting visitors that could state “You are now entering the Tahquamenon 
Scenic Heritage Route”.  This would give the tourist a sense of place, or of being somewhere of significance.  These signs 
would be maintained by the local municipality, or in the future, a “Friends of the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route” 
group, similar to the current Adopt-A-Highway groups. 

The signage plan also offers recommendations for the placement and frequency of billboards along the current route.  Some 
billboards are tacked to trees or in a state of significant disrepair; these signs have been identified in Map 8 on the following 
page.  The committee will attempt to work with local funding sources to upgrade signs that are currently damaged or 
unsightly, in an effort to make them look more appealing to travelers along the route. 



Sample Gateway Type Sign (Paradise Visual Enhancement Plan, LIAA 2003) 
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Goals and Objectives

TAHQUAMENON SCENIC HERITAGE ROUTE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route Management Plan is a working document that will change and develop over time.  
The following goals and objectives are the result of input from all of the jurisdictions along the Route.  These goals and 
objectives are not listed in any order or priority.  After each objective one or more of the following letters may appear in 
bold:  S, I, L, O.  “S” stands for short term projects; “I” stands for intermediate term projects; “L” stands for long-term 
projects; and “O” stands for ongoing projects.  The Scenic Heritage Route Committee will work on encouraging 
implementation of these objectives by working with each local jurisdiction and the appropriate local officials. 

Goal: Encourage the preservation of the natural environment along the Tahquamenon 
Scenic Heritage Route, including air, water, native vegetation, wildlife and wildlife 
habitat. 

Objective: Identify, prioritize and assist in the protection of environmentally sensitive areas along the Route.  
Work with communities on best methods to protect them, through the use of tools such as an 
Overlay Zone, the purchase of development rights, conservation easements, and/or purchase of the 
property itself.  (S,O) 

Objective: Encourage coordinated or standardized zoning ordinances between adjacent local units of 
government.  (I,O)

Objective: Coordinate with MDOT and the local County Road Commissions to preserve and protect the 
native vegetation along the Route.  (S,O)

Goal: Encourage the maintenance of existing scenic, historical, cultural and recreational attributes currently found along the 
Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route. 

Objective: Promote, market and advocate for the inclusion of present scenic facilities in the appropriate 
community development plans.  The maintenance of scenic, historical and cultural resources 
should be included in appropriate planning documents (Comprehensive Plans, Strategic Plans, 
etc.).  Advocate that these projects also be included as part of the appropriate State and federal 
agency planning documents (i.e. MDOT, MDNR, USFS, etc.).  (S,O) 

Objective: Advance the idea that communities should work with the appropriate entities to preserve and 
maintain the scenic viewsheds, amenities and attractions they currently have.  (O)

Objective: Encourage the pursuit of State, federal, private, foundation and corporate funding to assist in 
financing the maintenance of these attractions, as appropriate.  (O) 

Objective: Strive towards the creation of a non-profit multi-jurisdictional group to represent future marketing, 
promotion and development of the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route.  (L)

Goal: Encourage the prudent expansion of and improvements to the scenic, historical, cultural and recreational attributes 
along the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route. 

Objective: Advocate the expansion and improvements to present scenic facilities be included in the 
appropriate community development plans.  Historical and cultural projects should be included in 
the appropriate planning documents (Comp plans, Strategic plans).  Advocate that these projects 
also be included as part of the appropriate State and federal agency planning documents (i.e. 
MDOT, MDNR, USFS, etc.).  (S,O). 

Objective: Encourage the public and private sectors to expand, improve, and “add value” to scenic, historical, 
cultural and recreational attractions in order to draw more tourist traffic through the Heritage 
Route.  Examples could include creating more rest areas at scenic sites, adding more trails, 
roadside parks, and museums to existing lighthouses.  (O)
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Objective: Ensure that expansions of scenic, historical, cultural or recreational attractions are undertaken with 
minimal impact on the environment, especially scenic view shed areas.  (O)

Objective: Assist in marketing, promoting and developing tours (eco-tours, motor coach tours, boat tours, 
hunting and fishing tours, packaged tours, etc.) in order to attract more tourists to the area.  This 
would include collaborations with the Great Waters group for nature tourism related activities.  
(I,O) 

Objective: Advocate the pursuit of State, federal, private, foundation and corporate funding to help finance 
the expansion of and improvement to scenic, historical, cultural and recreational attractions along 
the Route as appropriate.  (S,O) 

Goal: Encourage the preservation and enjoyment of the scenic views, forests and open spaces along the Heritage Route. 

Objective: Identify and prioritize the most significant scenic views, forest lands and open spaces to project 
along the Route.  (S)

Objective: Research the best ways in which to protect the identified properties, through tools such as 
purchase of the property itself, purchase of development rights, conservation easements, scenic 
easements, cluster development, building height restrictions, where appropriate.  (S,I,O) 

Objective: Encourage local units of government to incorporate concepts into local ordinances with help to 
preserve scenic views, forests and open spaces along the Heritage Route.  Encourage local units of 
government to develop and enforce stricter controls on new and existing billboards and 
commercial signage.  Provide local units of government with sample ordinance language that 
could be used to meet this objective.  (S,O) 

Objective: In order to preserve scenic views, forests and open spaces, new industrial or commercial 
development should be encouraged in the appropriately zoned urbanized areas along the Route. 
(O)

Goal:  Ensure that the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route will remain a safe highway for all modes of travel. 

 Objective: Encourage MDOT to maintain M-123 in excellent condition. (O)

Objective: Advance a plan to MDOT and local units of government to construct or develop more non-
motorized paths through the Enhancement Grant Program all along M-123, where practical.  (S,O)

Objective: Actively pursue with MDOT and local units of government that more pull-off points and roadside 
parks are needed along M-123, so significant scenic spots can be safely enjoyed by tourists.  (S,O) 

Objective: Encourage pedestrian friendly highway corridors and crossings.  (I,O) 

Goal: Encourage the private business community to continue to serve and improve services to Tahquamenon Scenic 
Heritage Route travelers. 

Objective: Encourage and market more “package” or guided tours involving the Scenic Heritage Route, such 
as eco-tours, motor coach tours, boat tours, hunting and fishing tours, bike tours, etc.  (I,O)

Objective: Collaborate with the Great Waters nature-based tourism group in marketing and promoting the 
Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route as a tour loop.  (S,O) 

Objective: Market and promote the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route so that the area draws more visitors.  
A bigger market will help to encourage the private sector to improve, expand and invest in 
services.  (S,O)

Objective: Advance the education of private businesses and interested entrepreneurs on how to start and 
successfully expand a business.  (S,O) 
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Objective: Work with local Chambers of Commerce and Tourism Associations to educate front-line service 
personnel regarding the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route and its attributes.  (S,O) 

Goal: Encourage Townships, Villages and Communities along the Scenic Heritage Route to continue to improve their 
attractiveness. 

Objective: Advocate the adoption and enforcement of blight ordinances by local units of government.  
Encourage municipalities to work together, as practical, on these tasks.  (S,O)

Objective: Develop and maintain gateway signage distinct to the Scenic Heritage Route at the East and West 
axis of the route. 

Objective: Encourage community beautification, streetscape, and parking facility improvement projects (i.e. 
planting flowers or trees along the Route, as appropriate).  Advocate that lighting of public and 
private facilities meet safety needs while minimizing “light pollution”.  (S,O) 

Goal: Develop educational information and a coordinated marking plan for the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route. 

Objective: Assemble a management team of representatives from all local government jurisdictions to assist 
in plans for marketing the Route.  This team should develop and implement a coordinated 
marketing plan.  

Objective: Select the most significant scenic, historical, cultural and natural assets for enhancement and 
marketing. 

Objective: Plan for ways in which to fund these marketing, promotional and educational activities.  (S,O)



Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route Project Listing

Project Name Local Unit Funding Sources

Emerson Rearing Pond Rest Area Chippewa Twp. FHWA, MDOT, MDNR
Gateway Sign construction Chippewa Twp./Village of Newberry FHWA, MDOT, Local
Luce County Historical Museum Improvements Luce County USDA-RD, Local
Marshland Scenic View Rest Area McMillan Twp. FHWA, MDOT, MDNR
Boardwalks/Viewing Platforms McMillan Twp. FHWA, MDOT, MDNR
Logging Museum Expansion McMillan Twp. USDA-RD, Local
Crisp Point Lighthouse Improvements McMillan Twp./Luce County MDEQ, MDNR, MDOT
Non-Motorized Trail Development/Inventory TSHR - entire route MDOT, FHWA, USDA-RD

Preservation Enhancements TSHR - entire route
MDOT, MDNR, MDEQ, 
FHWA

Promotional Enhancements TSHR - entire route
FHWA, MDOT, MDNR, 
Local

Partnership with Great Waters TSHR-entire route
TSHR Committee, Local 
units

Informational Signage/Interpretive Information TSHR-entire route
MDNR, MDOT, FHWA, 
Local

Uniform Heritage Route Signage Implementation TSHR-entire route MDOT, Local
Continued maintenance of M-123 TSHR-entire route MDOT

Coordinated Marketing Plan TSHR-entire route
TSHR Committee, Local 
units

Hamilton Lake Nature Area Rest Area Village of Newberry FHWA, MDOT, MDNR

Hamilton Lake Nature Area Access Improvements Village of Newberry
Kellogg Foundation, FHWA, 
MDOT

Newberry Greenway/Walkway Village of Newberry
MDOT, MDNR, FHWA, 
Local

Welcome Center Construction Village of Newberry
FHWA, MDOT, MEDC, 
Local

Natalie Rest Area/Information Center Village of Newberry/ McMillan Twp. FHWA, MDOT, MDNR

Charcoal Iron Brownfield Redevelopment Village of Newberry/Luce County EDC
FHWA, MEDC, EDA, 
Private, Local

Tahquamenon Area Civic Center Construction
Village of Newberry/McMillan Twp., 
Luce County USDA-RD, Local

Whitefish Twp. Recreational Airport Whitefish Twp. MAC, MDOT, FAA
Paradise Parking Area Whitefish Twp. MDOT, FHWA
Paradise Marina Project Whitefish Twp. MDNR, MDOT, USDA-RD
Water Tank Lakes Rest Area Whitefish Twp. FHWA, MDOT, MDNR

Welcome Center/Public Pavilion Construction Whitefish Twp.
FHWA, MDOT, MEDC, 
Local

Paradise Streetscaping Whitefish Twp. MDOT

Trailhead Facility Enhancements
Whitefish Twp./McMillan Twp/Village 
of Newberry/Chippewa Twp. MDOT, MDNR, FHWA
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