
This is EUPRPDC’s first a empt at a newsle er to keep you be er informed of the happenings around 
the EUP. In future newsle ers, we will try our best to include things of interest, as well as keep you 
informed of the projects that we have in our office or that we are aware of. If you would like to see 
something included in our newsle er, or have sugges ons or projects in mind, please contact us. Call 
us, email us, check out our website. We want this newsle er to be a great source of informa on for 
our local units of government, as well as others across the EUP and across the State. We’re always 
open to discuss projects or grants, and would be more than happy to include something in future 
newsle ers.  To  receive this newsle er electronically  email  us at general@eup‐planning.org. 
 
Keep an eye out for our Summer 2011 newsle er ! 

EDA Updates 

Transporta on Ac vi es 

The GIS Corner 

Wildfire Planning 

Local ICE Grant 

MCA Grants 

2011 Board Schedule 

EUPRPDC Quarterly Newsle er will provide updates to current projects, 

local grant opportuni es, and general planning and economic development 

news from around the Eastern Upper Peninsula. 
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SSM/LSSU SMARTZONE  
Grant to help spur growth in business and employment 

The City of Sault Ste. Marie was awarded a $1.3 million dollar grant from the Economic                
Development Administra on in November 2010 to fund the construc on of a new breeder building 
at the SmartZone (SmartZones are specially created "technology parks" designed to spur the growth 
of technology‐related or research‐oriented businesses and employment opportuni es) and        
rehabilitate the exis ng industrial incubator.  Upon comple on, both structures will be LEED Silver 
cer fied.  The Breeder Building will be used for the further development and commercializa on of 
prototypes.   

Luce County EDC Grant 
Grant awarded for public works improvements 

The Luce County Economic Development Corpora on (EDC) was awarded a $1.6 million EDA Public 
Works grant to expand their exis ng County Industrial Park located near Newberry.  The project 
included new road development and placement of essen al infrastructure such as water and     
sewer.  Expansion was necessary because the current park was at capacity and in order to           
accommodate future economic growth and business a rac on, the EDC responded proac vely and 
strategically to secure funding for this expansion.  



Re-formed U.P. Users Group has first conference in Marquette 
Nearly 50 people a end one‐day conference on NMU’s campus. 

The Minigrant program is a grants giving 

partnership financed by the State of 

Michigan through the Michigan Council 

for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) and 

run by regional re‐gran ng agencies. 

Minigrants provide up to $4,000 for local‐

ly developed, high quality arts projects, 

which are special opportuni es to ad‐

dress local arts needs and increase public 

access to the arts. Minigrants support a 

broad range of ar s c expression from all 

cultures through projects which preserve, 

produce or present the tradi onal or 

contemporary arts. 

Check our website for details and a list of 

FY2011 awards. 

Se ling in America’s wild‐land areas offers ci zens the opportunity to enjoy a 
peaceful and quiet lifestyle in beau ful and natural se ngs.  While rural life 
offers beauty and serenity, there are serious risks that should not be over‐
looked.  One risk posed to our lifestyle is the phenomenon of wildfires.       
Wildfires threaten our cri cal infrastructure, our homes and our lives.  We can 
protect ourselves against this threat through a proac ve solu on called a  
Community Wildfire Protec on Plan. 

Heritage Routes  
EUPRPDC con nues to provide support and assist in the development of MDOT’s Heritage Route Program. 
The Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route group has been working on  securing several Scenic Byways Grants  
(SBG) from the Federal Highway Administra on (FHWA). A SBG from 2007 has been awarded and will provide 
kiosks and other items at several loca ons along the Route. EUPRPDC is s ll awai ng word on a 2008 and 
2009 SBG . 
EUPRPDC also completed the management plan for the North Huron Recrea onal Heritage Route along         
M‐134 from I‐75 to Drummond Island. EUPRPDC is awai ng designa on from MDOT for this route. 
Asset Management 
Fed‐aid paved collec on was completed in the Fall, as well as local paved road collec on in Chippewa County. 
The Annual Report was completed this winter, and PASER ra ng will begin soon. 
Non‐Motorized Ac vi es 
Adventure Cycling Associa on and several other organiza ons have teamed up with AASHTO (American      
Associa on of State Highway Transporta on Officials) to develop a U.S. Bicycle Route System. The U.S. Bicycle 
Route System is a proposed network of bicycle routes of na onal and regional significance. These routes are 
selected by the State Departments of Transporta on (DOTs), and designated and cataloged by the American 
Associa on of State Highway and Transporta on Officials (AASHTO).  US Bicycle Route 35 runs through    
Mackinac and Chippewa Coun es, from  St. Ignace to Sault Sainte Marie. 

Congress has made the protec on of commu‐
ni es from wildfire a na onal priority for 
more than a decade, star ng with the Na on‐
al Fire Plan (2000) and the Healthy Forests 
Restora on Act (HFRA, 2003). 

Fires can be more costly to suppress in 
the wildland‐urban interface (WUI) – 
the areas where homes are intermixed 
with forests and wildlands.  Across the 
majority of states, debris burning is the 
most frequent human cause of wild‐
fires.  These human‐caused fires can be 
prevented and the excessive cost of 
fire suppression reduced. 
 
One of the most successful tools for      
addressing these challenges is the         
Community Wildfire Protec on Plan 
(CWPP).  The CWPP enables a commu‐
nity to plan how it will reduce the risk 
of wildfire. The plan iden fies strategic 
sites and methods for fuel reduc on 
projects across the landscape and juris‐
dic onal boundaries. 
 
Two DNRE grants were secured 
through the Chippewa County Office of 
Emergency Services for Whitefish 
Township and Luce County. 

 
 

Addi onal mee ngs may be scheduled, as needed, on 18 hours no ce as permi ed by 
Sec on 5 (4) of the Michigan Open Mee ngs Act, MCL 15.265(4)  

The ESRI Upper Peninsula of Michigan Users Group (EUPMUG) held its first conference since 2004.  
The group fizzled out for several years, but was re‐organized by EUPRPDC’s GIS Coordinator, Nathan 
Fazer. Several speakers gave presenta ons on various GIS ac vi es happening in the U.P.  ESRI rep‐
resenta ve Fred Kreutzfeldt gave a presenta on on the future visions of ESRI’s GIS, and gave an 
overview of the new ArcGIS 10 release. Brad Fugate, from Woolpert, gave an interes ng presenta‐

on on new LIDAR technologies being used for eleva on data collec on. LIDAR (LIght Detec on And 
Ranging) is an op cal remote sensing technology that measures proper es of sca ered light to find 
range and/or other informa on of a distant target. 
The conference was well a ended, and gave GIS users a chance to network and brush up on some 
skills. A possible spring GIS conference is currently being planned. 

Portage Township, in Mackinac County, was 
awarded an Infrastructure Capacity          
Enhancement (ICE) Grant through the MEDC 
during the summer of 2010.  This $250,000 
grant was matched locally with $245,000 
from the Township’s road fund.  The grant 
was secured to improve three roads in    
Portage Township.  Ketola Road will see a 
sand and gravel li  of approximately 1.3 
miles, McGahn Road will see a sand and 
gravel li  along 1/4 mile of road, and Main 
Street will see approximately one mile of 
drainage improvements. 

January 27, 2011 Noon Maple Ridge Restaurant, 
Eckerman Corners 

April 27, 2011 Noon Maple Ridge Restaurant, 
Eckerman Corners 

July 27, 2011 Noon Maple Ridge Restaurant, 
Eckerman Corners 

October 26, 2011 Noon Maple Ridge Restaurant, 
Eckerman Corners 

EUP Townships have new look on Land Use Planning 
GIS technology providing wealth of data and maps for Master Plans. 

With the Michigan Planning Enabling Act taking affect in 2008, many local units of government are 
upda ng Master Plans, many from the late 70’s.  With GIS technology and updated GIS datasets, 
EUPRPDC is able to provide maps to aide in Planning Commission’s land use decisions.  Maps that 
can be made for master plans include; soils, wetlands, eleva on, bedrock, slope, demographics and 
popula on, sites of environmental contamina on, possible wind power, forest cover, public land 
ownership, protected lands, current land use, future land use, and zoning.  GIS technology that was 
not available in the past has greatly aided local Planning Commissions’ in their land use decisions. 


