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Coastal Zone Management 
North Huron Shoreline 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

If you would like to see something included in our newsletter, or have       
suggestions or projects in mind, please contact us. Call us, email us, check out 
our website. We want this newsletter to be a great source of information for 
our local units of government, as well as others across the EUP and across 
the State. We’re always open to discuss projects or grants, and would be 
more than happy to include something in future newsletters.  To  receive this 
newsletter electronically  email  us at general@eup-planning.org. 
 
Keep an eye out for our Fall 2011 newsletter ! 
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EUPRPDC Quarterly Newsletter will provide updates to current projects, 

local grant opportunities, and general planning and economic development 

news from around the Eastern Upper Peninsula. 

Contact us at 906.635.1581   www.eup-planning.org 
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CZM grant will inventory greenways, blueways, and other recreational 

opportunities along the Lake Huron shoreline. 

EUPRPDC was awarded a 2011 CZM Grant through the Michigan DEQ to 
inventory greenways, blueways, public access sites, trails, and other recre-
ational opportunities along the Lake Huron shoreline from St. Ignace to 
Drummond Island (including Bois Blanc and Mackinac Islands ). The de-
tailed inventory can be used in future projects, while the sites and basic 
inventory will be posted to a website on an interactive map. Promotional 
materials will also be developed. 

 The EUPPER Connection 
EUPRP&DC’s next  

Board of Commissioner’s Meeting: 

October 26, 2011—Noon 

Maple Ridge Restaurant 

Corner of  M-28 and M-123 

Eckerman, MI 

***** 

Mark your  calendar: 
Governor Snyder’s Townhall Meeting 
Date:     August 15th                 

Time:     12:00 noon         
Place:    Ramada Plaza Hotel Ojibway 
240 W. Portage  Ave., SSM, MI 



Economic Development 

The GIS Corner 

MCACA MINIGRANT 
NEWS  

New Aerial Imagery coming to Eastern U.P. 

Partnership through the State of MI brings  12” leaf-off imagery to EUP 

The Michigan Council for Arts and Cultur-
al Affairs (MCACA) has notified regional 
re-granting agencies that there is a new 
requirement for organizations that apply 
for FY2012 Minigrant funds.  Beginning 
with 2012 applications, all applicants are 
required to participate in the Michigan 
Cultural Data Project. 
 
The Michigan Cultural Data Project is a 
program whereupon arts and cultural 
organizations enter financial, program-
matic and operational data into a stand-
ardized online form and can then use the 
Michigan Cultural Data Project (CDP) to        
produce a variety of reports designed to 
help increase management capacity, 
identify strengths and challenges and 
inform decision-making. They can also 
generate reports to be included as part 
of the application processes to partici-
pating grantmakers. 
  
MCACA is requiring all organizations to 
participate in this important data col-
lecting project that will provide an accu-
rate accounting of the economic impact 
that the arts has on our State.  Although 
it can be intimidating, smaller organiza-
tions have little to fear.   CDP has an on-
line help desk that is a terrific resource. 
 
Minigrant applicants must complete the 
CDP submission prior to October 3, 2011.  
October 3rd is also the deadline for 
Minigrant applications for projects that 
fall between January 1, 2012 and Sep-
tember 30, 2012.  Applicants from Chip-
pewa, Luce and Mackinac Counties can 
submit the MCACA Minigrant application 
to EUPRP&DC, which is a regional re-
granting agency for the State arts council.  
Minigrant applicants who have not com-
pleted a CDP submission will not be eligi-
ble to receive MCACA funds.  Information 
regarding the Michigan Cultural Data 
Project can be found at 
www.miculturaldata.org.  
 
For more information, call Ellen at (906) 
635-1581 or toll-free 1-855-885-3690. 

Heritage Routes  
EUPRPDC continues to provide support to the M-123 Tahquamenon Heritage Route Group. Two of the three National 

Scenic Byways grants are taking shape and should see some activity this fall. 

The M-134 Heritage Route is still awaiting designation, possibly by early fall. 

 
Asset Management 
Activities are underway once again to rate federal aid paved roads in the EUP region. Most of the data collection for the 

Region has been completed to date. The EUP AM Coordinator will begin working on two Asset Management Reports 

this fall—one Regional Report for the State and a separate Local Report for the three Counties, which will analyze Coun-

ty and local roads and not include State trunklines. 
 
EUP Traffic Counts 
As part of EUPRPDC’s transportation program, annual traffic counts are taken on various County roads during the sum-

mer. Each Road Commission requests which roads they would like counts performed. New in 2011, the EUPRPDC office 

will begin tracking and inventorying these traffic counts utilizing the RoadSoft GIS  software, which is also used to collect 

road ratings. If this inventory goes well, past counts will be entered into the system as well. This data can then be sent 

to each Road Commission in a digital file for their use in RoadSoft.  MDOT has also begun a Statewide “local” traffic 

count initiative. As part of this effort, MDOT collected counts on various local roads in the EUP in 2010. This information 

can be found on MDOT’s traffic count website. You can also find a link to this website on the transportation page of 

EUPRPDC’s website. 

Economic development experts from Michi-

gan State University will lead a federally fund-

ed effort to help businesses increase exports 

in two of Michigan’s most chronically de-

pressed regions. 

MSU’s Center for Community and Economic 

Development, or CCED, and regional partners 

will work with small and mid-sized companies 

in the eastern Upper Peninsula and Saginaw 

region to help them find new markets for 

their products and services. The initiative is 

funded by a $179,654 grant from the U.S. Eco-

nomic Development Administration. 

“Exporting strategies are a critical component 

of knowledge-based regional economic devel-

opment strategies,” said Rex LaMore, director 

of the CCED, located on East Michigan Avenue 

in Lansing. “This project builds on our previ-

ous work to develop regional innovative de-

velopment strategies.” MSU will collaborate 

with two regional partners: the East Michigan 

Council of Governments, which covers the 

Saginaw region, and EUP Regional Planning.  

The goal is to research, identify and 

implement opportunities to increase 

exporting and importing opportunities 

between Michigan and neighboring 

Ontario and other Canadian provinces. 

“To be successful in the global econo-

my, small and medium companies 

must take advantage of lucrative ex-

port markets,” said J. D. Snyder, pro-

ject director for the CCED. “In working 

with our regional partners, we will help 

companies in their regions to start or 

expand their exporting.” 

Project officials will survey companies 

in the two regions to identify those 

interested in export market entry or 

expansion and their knowledge of po-

tential exporting opportunities. The 

project team will then conduct five 

workshops during the next 18 months 

to help Michigan companies enter or 

expand exporting markets. 

Through a partnership with the State of MI and Microsoft’s Bing Maps, Chippewa & Mackinac Counties 

will be receiving new high-resolution aerial imagery. Flown in early May of 2011, this imagery will be     

utilized by County Departments, Road Commissions, 911, Regional Planning, and others. The imagery will 

also be available to Townships as well as private business and other agencies based upon the fee structure 

each County has established. EUPRPDC will be the clearinghouse for both the digital imagery and for any 

hardcopy maps of the imagery. Luce County did not partner in the project, but now has the option to  

purchase the imagery and make it available as well. The imagery will be available by early September. 

Transportation Activities 

EUP Counties’ Redistricting made easy with the use of GIS 

EUP Regional Planning assisted all three EUP Counties using GIS software 

After each Decennial Census, County Redistricting Committees must re-draw district boundaries. 

Each County Committee is composed of five people: the County Clerk, County Treasurer, Prosecuting 

Attorney, and the Chairpersons of the Democratic and Republican parties in that County. It is the 

Committee’s job to use population figures from the Census to re-draw district lines. In the past, this 

was cumbersome process of comparing population figures & tables with block maps. With GIS and 

assistance from the EUPRP&DC, the time to complete this process was drastically reduced, as district 

populations were drawn and total populations computed “on the fly.” To read more about this    

process, visit the EUPRPDC website, under the menu GIS. 

MiLocator now available for Local Units of Government 

CSSTP’s new web mapping application allows LUG’s to post link on websites 

MiLocator for Communities is now available to add to any Michigan County, Township, City, or     

Village website.  The MiLocator application uses Bing Maps to display over 10,000 features made up 

of: Educational Entities, Emergency Services, Government Services, and Recreation Sites. MiLocator 

for Communities includes Bing Maps search functions, routing with driving directions, and Bing Maps 

cartographic features like golf courses, parks, and cemeteries. These features are being refined and 

corrected as time goes on. 

There is no impact on your infrastructure as Microsoft provides the base map and functionality and 

the point features are pulled from the State’s spatial database. You can see MiLocator at work for all 

three EUP Counties on EUP Regional Planning’s website. If you would like to add MiLocator for   

Communities to your website, contact Everett Root --> RootE@michigan.gov or 1.517.335.7180 

NAIP Imagery  New 12” Imagery 

http://www.miculturaldata.org

