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If you would like to see something included in our newsle er, or have       
sugges ons or projects in mind, please contact us. Call us, email us, check 
out our website. We want this newsle er to be a great source of infor-
ma on for our local units of government, as well as others across the EUP 
and across the State. We’re always open to discuss projects or grants, and 
would be more than happy to include something in future newsle ers.  To  
receive this newsle er electronically  email  us at general@eup-
planning.org. 
 

EUPRPDC Quarterly Newsle er will provide updates to current projects, local grant op-
portuni es, and general planning and economic development news from around the 
Eastern Upper Peninsula. 

Contact us at 906.635.1581   www.eup-planning.org 

EUPRPDC 

PO BOX 520 

SAULT STE. MARIE, MI 49783 

906.635.1581 

GENERAL@EUP-PLANNING.ORG 

 

At its’ April mee ng the Commission Board adopted the Eastern UP Comprehen-
sive Economic Development Strategy Annual Update for 2012.  This document 
contains demographic and economic data pertaining to the Region and iden fies 
trends for the EUP.  The Strategy also contains goals, objec ves, strategies and a 
lis ng of priority projects that merit EDA 
considera on for funding.  Communi es are 
able to u lize the Strategy in making appli-
ca on for state and federal funding for im-
portant local development projects.  The 
document also contains a list of completed 
projects for 2011, projects that need funding 
and transporta on related projects for the 
EUP.  The Commission produces this report 
with funding through our EDA Economic De-
velopment District  Planning grant, the EUP 
district was designated in 1970 and since 
that me we have con nued to maintain the 
EDD status for our Region.  In the past, nu-
merous projects have been funded as a di-
rect result of the EDD designa on, including 
two recent projects:  The City of Sault Ste. Marie SmartZone Breeder Building and 
Incubator Renova on and the Luce County EDC Industrial Park Expansion project, 
both of which were top ranking priority projects in the CEDS during the past five 
years.  To download a copy of the Strategy visit our website at www.eup-
planning.org 



CONNECT MI 
The Eastern Upper Peninsula Community Planning Team (EUPCPT) has joined 
forces with Connect Michigan by enrolling in the Connected community cer fi-
ca on program, an ini a ve that offers a comprehensive way to bridge the digi-
tal divide impac ng many communi es including Chippewa, Luce, and Mackinac 
coun es.  With a tradi on of working together and sharing resources, the re-
gion’s leaders have joined together to form this team to facilitate the expansion 
of broadband technology and increased usage by the region’s residents. Twelve 
individuals represen ng the collabora ng communi es a ended the ini al kick-
off mee ng in May.  For the past 3-4 years, broadband has been within the top 5 
ranking priority projects in the Eastern UP Region's Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategies.   Regional Planning and the EUP ISD are partnering to 
lead this ini a ve in the Region. 

About Connect Michigan:  As the designated en ty for broadband mapping and 
planning in the state of Michigan, Connect Michigan is a public-private partner-
ship between the Michigan Public Service Commission and Connected Na on to 
work with local governments, businesses, and ci zens in the goal of increasing 
broadband service in the state’s underserved areas. For more informa on about 
what Connect Michigan is doing to accelerate technology in Michigan’s commu-
ni es, visit www.connectmi.org.  
 

A er five long years, the Commission is excited to announce that funding was approved for the 2007 Na on-
al Scenic Byways project along the M-123 Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route.  This grant, of $74,597 will 
provide for site ameni es at the Eckerman Trout Rearing Pond and Hamilton Lake Natural Area, as well as a 
dynamic website, marke ng, promo on and the development of watershed educa onal informa on.  Many 
thanks to our numerous local project partners including Chippewa Township, Northern Ini a ves, the  Luce-
West Mackinac Conserva on District and the Newberry Area Tourism Associa on! 

Which roadmap should the Michigan Department of Transporta on 
(MDOT) follow to address our state’s transporta on needs through 2035? MDOT seeks your input to help re-
vise its long-range plan, “MI Transporta on Plan: Moving Michigan Forward.” 
For more informa on visit  www.michigan.gov/slrp 

Mackinac County developing County-wide GIS Parcel Data 
Seamless dataset will provide accurate land informa on for County & Townships 
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Meetings are scheduled for the last 
Wednesday of the months: 
 

January 25, 2012 
 

April 25, 2012 
 

July 25, 2012 
 

October 24, 2012 
 
 
All meetings will take place at the Maple 
Ridge Restaurant, at 9 A.M.   

Chippewa and Mackinac Counties developing GIS Plans 
Plans will outline future GIS development 

Both Chippewa and Mackinac Coun es have partnered with EUPRPDC to develop County GIS Strategic Plans. 
These plans will assess current GIS condi ons and provide recommenda ons on advancing GIS technologies. 
The Plans will address technology needs, data, staffing, and training, as well as recommenda ons in ge ng 
Townships involved in GIS. 

On May 21, 2012 Adventure Cycling and the American Associa on of State Highway and Transporta on Offi-
cials (AASHTO) announced the approval of two new U.S. Bike Routes (USBR) including US BR 35 through 
Michigan.   The U.S. Bicycle Route System is a na onal network of regionally and na onally significant bicy-
cling routes spanning mul ple states.  USBR 35 in Michigan, is a designated bicycle route that runs from Indi-
ana all the way to Sault Ste. Marie, Canada. Through the EUP region, the route runs from St. Ignace to Sault 
Ste. Marie.  For more informa on see: h p://www.adventurecycling.org/routes/nbrn/usbikewaysystem.cfm  

Mackinac County is moving forward with  GIS development, making it a priority in the County. In April 2012, 
a GIS commi ee issued a Request for Proposals for the development of a seamless County-wide parcel     
dataset for use in the County’s future GIS. Over a dozen proposals were received and reviewed by the GIS 
commi ee. In May, the GIS Commi ee selected a top vendor and recommended to the County Board that a 
contract be signed. Work should begin July 2012 and conclude around July 2013. 

 
 
 
 

On June 28, 2012, the final dra  of the City of Sault Ste. Marie Non-
motorized Transporta on Plan was presented to and approved by the SSM 
City Planning Commission.  The SSM Planning Commission recommended 
the dra  be presented to the SSM City Commission for adop on at the Au-
gust 6th mee ng.  The dra  plan can be viewed or downloaded at  h p://
www.eup-planning.org/index.php?page=SSM_Non-
Motorized_Transporta on_Plan.  Recommenda ons include se ng up a 
Non-Motorized Commi ee as a sub-commi ee of the Planning Commission 
which will oversee and coordinate implementa on, encouragement, and 
educa onal programs with departmental staff and civic groups and volun-
teers.  

 
 

The Natural Hazards planning process has begun in Chippewa, Luce and 
Mackinac Coun es.   Kick off mee ngs were held in each County in Febru-
ary, 2012.  Surveys are currently being conducted to gather public input.  
For more informa on or to fill out a survey visit our website or contact Ellen 
Benoit at (906) 635-1581 or ellen@eup-planning.org. 

 
 
 
 

The Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs is offering 
two new grant opportuni es in 
2013.  Find out more at h p://
www.michiganadvantage.org/
Arts/ 
 
All applicants must par cipate 
in the Cultural Data Project 
(CDP) and use the MCACA on-
line applica on process. 
 
CDP can be accessed at 
www.miculturaldata.org.   
 
The on-line applica on can be 
found at mcaca.egrant.net.  
 
The MCACA Mini-grant will also 
use the on-line applica on pro-
cess.   
 
Watch for informa onal work-
shops to be held  later this sum-
mer in your area to learn more 
about the 2013 MCACA Mini-
grant Program. 


