
Portage Township nears completion of Zoning Ordinance Update 
Portage Township has a near final draft completed of its updated zoning ordinance, and will soon 
be proceeding with the approval process. 
 
Pickford and Marquette Townships updating Zoning Ordinances 

EUP staff have been working on updating the Zoning for Pickford and Marquette Townships. 

Marquette Township’s update is anticipated to be completed Fall/Winter, and Pickford’s by 

Spring 2014. 

 

Mackinac County Master Plan Amendment 

County Master Plan Amendment available for review and comment through July 26, 2013.  To 

view the plan please visit our website, or any public library in Mackinac County, the County 

Courthouse or the Mackinac County MSU Extension Office. 

 

Michigan Mining and Right to Farm Act 

Recently, two important issues regarding local zoning have come to light— mining/extractive 

practices and the Right to Farm Act (RTFA). EUP Regional Planning staff have been attending 

workshops and informational sessions to obtain a better understanding of how these two issues 

will affect local Townships’ Zoning Ordinances throughout the Eastern U.P.  

Planning & Zoning Updates Upcoming 2013       
Board Meetings 

 July 24, 2013 - St. Ignace 

 October 28, 2013 - TBD 

Board Meetings held at 9:00AM 

 

Executive Committee 

 June 25, 2013 - Newberry 

 Sep. 4, 2013  -  TBD 

 Dec. 4, 2013  -  TBD 

Executive Committee meetings 
held at 10AM 

More info & Minutes on website 
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Upcoming Events 

 UP EDA—July 18th, Central UP 

 MCACA Grant Workshop—August 
10, 2013, Bayliss Library Sault Ste. 
Marie, 4:00 PM 

 MiCAMP GIS Conference—
September 25-27, 2013, Boyne 
Mountain Resort 

National Scenic Byways Grants Underway 
Several National Scenic Byways grants are underway in the 

EUP, after several years of delay. The 2007 National Scenic 

Byway Grant is a $74,597 project awarded to the Commission 

to improve two roadside sites along the Tahquamenon Scenic 

Heritage Route (M-123) - The Hamilton Lake Natural Area and 

the Eckerman Trout Pond.  Both sites will see improvements 

consisting of picnic tables, benches, and informational kiosks.  

Also included in this grant was the development of a website 

for the Route [www.exploreM123.com] as well as marketing 

and promotional materials. While the wait has been long, we 

hope that visitors and residents across the Region will be able 

to enjoy the site improvements for years to come! 

A second NSB grant applied for in 2010 was also recently 

awarded in the amount of $56,000 and will be used to develop a trail feasibility study along M-123. 

Citizen Planner Program to be Offered in Fall 
EUPRPDC & MSU Extension are coordinating a Citizen Planner training program in the Fall in            

St. Ignace. The Michigan Citizen Planner program at MSU offers land use education and training to    

locally appointed and elected planning officials throughout Michigan. Michigan Citizen Planner is a 

non-credit course series leading to a certificate of completion awarded by Michigan State University 

Extension. Advanced training to earn the Master 

Citizen Planner (MCP) credential is also available. The 

program is typically offered in a classroom or online 

setting. This program in St. Ignace will be a combina-

tion classroom/webinar program. The trainers   

provide materials through a webinar presentation, 

while attendees participate at locations across the U.P. This format allows attendees to interact and 

network with other local officials, and allows the trainers to be present without the needed travel. 

The program will start on Thursday, September 19, 2013 and will be each Thursday for six weeks, 

with the seventh week concluding on Wednesday October 30 2013. For more info and to register go 

to: 

http://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?folder=citizenplannerup2013 

EUPRPDC & MSU Extension will also be organizing a Zoning Board of Appeals training in the near 

future. More information will be posted on our website. 

Spring/Summer 2013 
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GIS Workshops to be held 

As part of EUP’s partnership with  

Chippewa and Mackinac Counties, 

educational workshops will be held this 

Summer and Fall to inform Township 

officials and assessors about the    

Regional/County GIS program, what it 

means for the Townships, and how 

Regional Planning will be deploying the    

technology and information. More 

information about these meetings will 

be sent out in the coming months. 

In Mackinac County, additional 

meetings will be held with Townships to 

discuss the County Parcel Mapping 

project and what having an updated, 

COGO developed, parcel dataset means 

for County Departments, Townships, 

and Assessors and how EUPRPDC, 

Mackinac County, and the Townships 

can work together to maintain those 

parcels and improve the legal         

descriptions/parcel mapping process. 

In 2011 EUP began creating web maps and applications utilizing ESRI’s ArcGIS.com portal. Since then, 

the Region has published numerous regional datasets and created many web applications for public 

consumption. Some of the information available includes updated PASER road rating data, DNR lands, 

2010 Census blocks, elevation data, zoning, wetlands, and County Commissioner districts. All of this 

information has been published 

online for the public and is avail-

able for use in your own web 

maps on ArcGIS.com. To use this         

information, load a new map on 

ArcGIS.com and search online for 

‘EUP’. These layers will then be 

available for you to add to your 

own online map. 

In addition to publishing GIS 

layers, EUP has also created  

some web applications. These 

are maps created and published 

in basic viewers. Census data,  

zoning, recreation, SSM       

downtown parking, and PASER 

data are several of the          

applications available for viewing. 

EUP Planning has also initiated discussions with Amalgam, LLC out of Mount Pleasant, MI to develop a 

more sophisticated, Regional web map using Fetch technology. This platform will allow public access to 

digital parcel and land /tax information (if available), imagery, and other Regional datasets. This will 

help transform EUP’s web mapping from a ‘viewing only’ based web mapping system to a more     

powerful, functional and searchable web mapping platform. More information will be available this fall. 

You can view examples of Amalgam’s ‘Fetch’ web maps by going to http://www.amalgamonline.com 

“On just the state trunkline system, we can spend $10 billion now to keep it in good condition or if we wait until 
2023, spend $25 billion to get back to a state of good condition. Add on top of that the County primary system 
and City major system, that number will probably double.” - Kirk Stuedle, MDOT Director, April 2013 

Web GIS 

Bike Map Update 

In 2006, in partnership with MODT, the Region 

developed a Regional Road & Bicycling Guide. 

This fold-up map has been distributed annually 

to welcome centers, chambers of commerce, 

and other area business and tourist sites. 

The Commission has recently initiated discus-

sions with MDOT to perform an update of this 

guide, which will consist of correcting/updating 

errors, updating GIS information and road 

information. If the update moves forward, new 

maps will be available Summer 2014. 
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Transportation Activities 

The GIS Corner 

Heritage Routes 

The Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route    

Committee continues to work on three National 

Scenic Byways (NSB) Grants. EUPRPDC will also 

be updating the Corridor Plan to be more in line 

with NSB requirements.  Check out the heritage 

route on the web at www.exploreM123.com. 

The Hamilton Lake and Eckerman Trout Pond 

sites should be ready for visitors this fall, stay 

tuned for the official ribbon cutting details! 

The M-134 Route continues to await designation 

from MDOT. 

Asset Management 

Road rating activities will resume with the    

summer season. Federal-aid paved roads will be 

rated, as well as local paved roads in SSM and 

Chippewa County. Local paved road ratings for     

Mackinac and Luce Counties were completed in 

the Fall of 2012. All road rating GIS data can be 

viewed in the EUPRPDC’s Map Gallery. 

US Bicycle Route 35 

A ribbon cutting ceremony was recently held 
in Rudyard Township on June 13 for promo-
tion of the EUP Corridor of US BR 35.  The 
dedication ceremony was held in conjunc-
tion with the Sault Tribe’s annual Bike the 
Sites ride where kids ride along USBR 35 
from St. Ignace to Sault Ste. Marie to raise 
awareness of childhood obesity.  Video of 
the ceremony can be seen on YouTube at:  
http://www.youtube.com/
watchv=WU_E1DPGsdI 
For more information and pictures you can 
like us on Facebook:  USBR 35 EUP Corridor 
Segment 
 

EUP Featured in Publication 

In the April 2013 issue of Planning & 

Zoning News, the featured topic is 

being prepared for wildfires. A map 

from the Whitefish Township Wildfire 

Protection Plan was featured on the 

cover, and the publication mentioned 

the  2012 Duck Lake Wildfire. The 

EUPRPDC office has extra copies 

available for anyone interested. 

Document Library Update 

EUP staff are once again doing an 

inventory of its document library—

master plans, recreation plans, and 

zoning ordinance updates.  If your 

community has updated any of these 

documents since 2009, please    

contact us or provide us with a copy. 

Digital is preferred, as the Region can 

post the document on its website. 

MCACA Grant Workshops  

The Michigan Council for Arts and 

Cultural Affairs will be holding 2014 

Grant Workshops across the State in 

August.  Contact Ellen Benoit for 

more information. 

Little Rapids NOAA Project Update 

Work continues to progress on the Little Rapids Engineering and Design Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative funded project.  Through our committee of stakeholder organizations we have selected 

a preferred option, a series of box culverts to be placed along the causeway to replace the    

existing culverts.  This option would also include parking spaces at both ends of the causeway 

and a pedestrian walkway/fishing access area on the south side of the road surface, with a   

divider between the traffic lanes and the access area.  URS Corporation will be working on design 

plans and specifications for the culvert structures, which will be provided to the Chippewa   

County Road Commission, as the road owner.  URS is also working on the completion of the 

Environmental Assessment and has finalized the Hydraulic Flow Modeling.  Lake Superior State 

University has completed their work on the monitoring framework plan and is conducting some 

preliminary sampling in the Little Rapids area, this baseline sampling is important in order to 

measure before and after impacts in the project area.  We anticipate that the engineering and 

design work along with the completed EA and Flow Modeling  will be wrapped up by late      

September, 2013.  For more detailed project information please visit the website at:             

http://eup-planning.org/current-projects/little-rapids-noaa-project 
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Aerial view of the proposed four-sided box culverts along the existing causeway. 

Miscellaneous 

Recreation Planning & DNR Grant Funding 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) provides financial assistance through its 

recreation grants program to communities within the State of Michigan that want to acquire land 

for parks and open spaces or that want to develop recreation facilities. Assistance is currently 

available from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, Recreation Passport Grants, and the 

federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

To be eligible to apply for these grants, a community must have an approved, five-year recrea-

tion plan on file with Grants Management of the MDNR. A recreation plan ideally forms the road 

map for the decisions made in the next five years regarding the provision of park and recreation 

lands and other open space for the community. 

If your community has interest in obtaining land for recreation, or improving existing lands and 

recreation sites, please contact us or the DNR to discuss these funding opportunities. EUP     

Regional Planning provides assistance in developing DNR-approved recreation plans and can also 

assist with the grant funding process. 

Natural Hazards Mitigation Planning 
Planning continues on the Counties’ Natural Hazards Plan Update.  Survey’s were recently sent 

out to local units of government.  If you haven’t sent yours back it’s not too late.  FEMA requires 

local involvement in the planning process to be eligible for project funding.  Project funding 

through this program includes, but is not limited to, generators for emergency facilities,  flood 

protection, lightning protection,  or shoreline erosion protection. 

http://www.amalgamonline.com/
http://eup-planning.org/gis/map-gallery
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WU_E1DPGsdI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WU_E1DPGsdI
http://eup-planning.org/current-projects/little-rapids-noaa-project

