
EUP Regional Planning & Development Commission  
announces $16,445 in  

Michigan Council of Arts and Cultural Affairs Minigrants 

To  receive this newsle er electronically  email  us at              
general@eup‐planning.org. 
Keep an eye out for our Spring/Summer 2013 newsle er! 

 
The staff at EUP Regional 
Planning & Development  
wish you a happy holiday   
season and all the best in 

the New Year!   
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EUPRP&DC’s next  

Board of Commissioner’s Mee ng: 

January 23, 2013—Noon 

Russell’s Diner 

Corner of  M‐28 and M‐123 

Eckerman, MI 

***** 
 

Through the Michigan Council of Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) Minigrant 
Program the EUPRP&DC distributed $16,455 to eight local arts and cultural 
organizations. 
 
The EUPRP&DC serves as one of nineteen regional re-granting agencies for 
the MCACA.  The region covered includes Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac 
Counties.   
 
The EUPRP&DC received ten grant applications, with a total of $30,540 in re-
quests.  After much deliberation, the Minigrant Panel came to a consensus on 
how to distribute the $16,455.  The following organizations received awards:  

Check out this link to see more MCACA grant awards to area art and cultural 
organizations:  http://www.michiganadvantage.org/Press-Releases/Nonprofit-
arts-and-cultural-organizations-win-grants-from-MCACA/ 

Chippewa Co. Historical Society Chippewa $1,230 

Chippewa Theater Guild Chippewa $2,819 

EUP Fine Arts Council Chippewa $3,173 

Les Cheneaux Historical Association Mackinac $1,762 

Pickford Area Historical Society Chippewa $925 

Sault Ste. Marie Foundation for Culture & History Chippewa $2,819 

Sault Theater Project  Chippewa $3,172 

Mackinac Arts Council Mackinac $545 

Organization County Award 



 

Board  News 
The staff and Commission Board would like to thank Jim Moore, depar ng Chip‐
pewa County Commission for his numerous contribu ons and efforts as a mem‐
ber of the Regional Commission Board! 

Li le Rapids GLRI Project Update 
The Li le Rapids GLRI Engineering and Design project is moving along, with 30% 
design plans completed, along with the hydraulic flow modeling and the first 
dra  of the environmental assessment.  The Technical  Review Team will meet 
with Sugar Island Residents and affected stakeholders at 6:30 p.m. on January 
8th, 2013 a the Sugar Island Community center to 
review three specific engineering design plans for 
this habitat restora on project.  For more info 
contact Jeff Hagan at extension 1 or at 
jshagan@eup‐planning.org 

Hazard Mi ga on Planning 
Public mee ngs are being scheduled for January,  
February and March, 2013 to gather input and 
present informa on on the updates of the  
Natural Hazards Plan in Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac Coun es. 

There will be a second round for 
the Professional and Organization-
al Development (POD) Minigrant 
with a deadline of February 1, 
2013.   The Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs recognizes the 
importance of on‐going execu ve ed‐
uca on and leadership development 
for professional arts administrators 
and organiza ons. The POD minigrant 
program provides funding to assist 
nonprofit arts organiza ons and arts 
professionals acquire services or skills 
to strengthen the administra ve in‐
frastructure of the organiza ons to 
do business in Michigan.  More about 
this program and applica on guide‐
lines can be found on EUPRP&DC’s 
website at www.eup‐planning.org or 
by calling Ellen Benoit at 635‐1581 or 
toll free at 1‐855‐885‐3690. 
 
 
 
 

 
2010 Na onal Scenic Byway Grant Awarded! 
The Commission was recently authorized by MDOT to begin work on the 2010 Na onal 
Scenic Byway grant to develop a non‐motorized trail feasibility study along M‐123 from 
Newberry to Eckerman Corners, along the Tahquamenon Scenic Heritage Route.  A kick off 
mee ng with the Route Advisory Commi ee and area stakeholders will take place in mid‐
January.  Many thanks to the Tahquamenon Area Recrea on Authority, the Luce County 
EDC and Whiteifsh Township for their assistance with local matching funds to support this 
FHWA funded project! 

 
Rural Task Force 
The Region 11 Rural Task Force is a regional board consis ng of representa ves from the three County Road 
Commissions, eligible ci es, public transit, and MDOT. The purpose of the Rural Task Force is to priori ze  
transporta on projects and review the proposed Transporta on Improvement Program (TIP) for Chippewa, 
Luce, and Mackinac Coun es. Projects eligible for funding include transit capital projects and road/bridge con‐
struc on on roads classified as rural minor collectors or higher. Local County mee ngs will be held in January 
2013 and the RTF mee ng held in February or March. Interested persons are welcome to a end these 
mee ngs.  
 
Kinross Charter Township Non‐Motorized Plan 
The Kinross Charter Township Building a Healthier Community Commi ee and EUPRP&DC have partnered in 
developing a biking and pedestrian plan for the community with funding from the Sault Tribe’s Strategic Alli‐
ance for Health.  An on‐line survey is available to residents for public input at h ps://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/KinrossNonmotorizedSurvey, as well as a hard copy of the survey made available 
around the community to be completed by the end of January.  A public mee ng will be held in February to 
go over the results of the survey and to gather more public input on the plan.  A completed plan should be 
ready by May, 2013. 
 
US BR 35 
EUPRP&DC is spearheading an effort to create a stakeholders group for those along the newly designated US 
Bicycle Route 35 which travels from St. Ignace to Sault Ste. Marie along Mackinac Trail in our region.  The en‐

re route through Michigan follows the Lake Michigan shoreline to the southern city of New Buffalo and will 
eventually travel south into Mississippi.  This is an opportunity to showcase our region on a na onal level by 
crea ng mutually beneficial strategies such as trailhead informa onal kiosks, way finding signage,  promo ng 
your community as a bicycle friendly des na on, map/brochure showing local businesses along the route in 
your area, website development, branding and promo on.   For every touring bicyclist that actually rides the 
route there will be hundreds who look at the area for trip planning purposes and dream about a trip someday.  
Let’s show them what we’ve got to offer.   

 
PLAN LIBRARY UPDATE 
The Commission will be sending out a request 
to local units of government in the Eastern UP 
with regard to updated local plans and ordi‐
nances.  If your township, city, or village has 
updated its Master Plan, Recrea on Plan, or 
Zoning Ordinance in the past 5‐6 years, please 
be sure to send us a copy or point us in the 
direc on of where we can download this in‐
forma on!  In developing regional ini a ves 
and plans it is vitally important that we have 
copies of your local plans.  In most cases, it is 
required by law that a copy of your plan be 
sent to the Regional Planning Agency.  

             Thank you for your coopera on!! 
 
New Website 
The Commission’s web‐
site will be updated with 
a new look by the New 
Year. Staff will be u lizing 
a new pla orm and new 
features to update the 
website and provide 
more informa on that is 
more easily accessible. 

GIS Plans completed for Chippewa and Mackinac Counties 
Plans provide guidance and recommenda ons on moving forward with County GIS 

Chippewa and Mackinac Coun es both partnered with Regional Planning to develop GIS Strategic Plans. 
With a focus of both Coun es moving forward with a County mapping system, County Commissioners 
wished to have a document developed that provided a pathway for developing and organizing GIS.           
Recommenda ons, next steps, and possible projects were all part of the plan, as well as implementa on 
ideas and possible uses for GIS in each County. Plans can be downloaded from EUP’s Website. 

 
 
 

EUP 
Regional Planning 

& Development Commission  
Board of Commissioners 

2012 Meeting Dates 
 

Meetings are scheduled for the 4th 
Wednesday of the months: 

 
January 23, 2013 (NOON) 

 
April 24, 2013 

 
July 24, 2013 

 
October 23, 2013 

 
 
All meetings will take place at Russell’s 
Diner at Eckerman Corners, at 9AM 
(except the annual meeting in January)   


