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Tahquamenon Scenic Byway Advisory Committee Meeting 
Wednesday July 15, 2015 
10:00 AM – Comfort Inn 

W. M-28 
Newberry, MI  49868 

Attending: Lark Ludlow, Christine Rector, Nikki Craig, Bill Mangham, Bill Ferguson, 
Tammy Henry, Carol Eavou, Craig Krepps, Sterling McGinn, Stuart McTiver, Haley 
Tasiemski 

Chair Lark Ludlow- Call to Order at 10 am. 

Approval of 6/24/15 minutes 

Read submitted 2016 Work Plan to all attending (via phone email, no physical 
copies) 

Learning Lodge Discussion 

Newberry 
Ron Paquin at the Logging Museum will not put any more effort into the 

Learning Lodge project sited there.  

Carol is going to look into Tribal Resources available to the community that could 
assist with the project; the tribe could possibly take over the project.  

It might be easier to have the tribe take over the project, assuming the Logging 
Museum still wants the lodge at their location. Currently, the lodge is in major 
disrepair, and may not be able to be restored, only replaced. The quality of the cedar 
after curing indicates the project would not be repairable.  

Paradise/Newberry 

Budget allotted for landscaping and signage at both Learning Lodges, signage is in 
progress for Paradise.  

Funding was allotted for land issues that was not used (3,500 original cost) some 
money might be left over to contribute to the replacement of the Newberry Learning 
Lodge.  

Funding could also be used to assist in Paradise winter preservative measures, such 
as a tarp, rake, snow shovel, etc.  
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Paradise 

 
Signage and Landscaping in progress. Access to the lodge is easy in winter, so 
seasonal care is possible.  
 
Note: The Lodge does have hidden screws for extra support, and the carpenter used 
the opportunity to pass on the tradition to a tribal Brimley member.  
 
 

Social Media 
 
Website – continuing to be operated and maintained by EUP Planning.  
 
Social Media -$900 from Paradise, looking for Newberry to contribute the same.  Jan 
Goldthorpe, owner of the Comfort Inn, would possibly be a donor.  
 
Who to Contract for outside media costs?  
 
 Estimate from EUP Contractor is $60/hour  
Blog- programmed, but not live, with pre-developed content, keywords  
YouTube – Videos, trying to post 2 per month  
 -5 videos completed so far, no further funding for more 
 
Mobile App 
 Hosting is prepaid through May 2019 at $400 a year with a 20% discount 
 

 
Gateway Signage 

 
Not in the budget, but group agreed on importance to the byway.  
Vince Bevins- looking for grants to fund signs 
 
Stone models were a favorite, since they mirror the State Park Signs, but they could 
potentially be a large issue (permit, size, location). 
 
Location: Goldthorpes in Newberry would allow sign on property, for the other end 
Heather Franks would allow signage on her land (her house is for sale, so may have 
to re-contract) So far, it appears no permit issues are occurring.  
 
Maintenance- is funding available? Landscaping, upkeep, estimated to add a 
40hour/year in manpower to maintain.  
 
Side note- additional upkeep and cleaning at Eckerman Pond 
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Story Map 
 
Concern over the multitude of maps (3 so far), Question of redundancy. MDOT has 
provided funding for the storyboard, in the work program, so EUP Planning had to 
move foreword.  
 
(11 AM – Lark had to leave early, Haley took over meeting.) 
 
 
Presentation by Chris Rector, attached.  Main Concerns regarding publicity of 
the site and area 

 
Public Comment: 

Nikki- Concert in the Park, second concert in a seven concert series went very well, 
100+ people attending every concert so far. (Tuesdays at 7pm), Attendance to the 
Chamber of Commerce is up, Wild Blueberry Fest is soon.  
 
Bill- Commercials are appearing on 9&10 News, will begin publicity on Dish 
Network when contracts are renegotiated.  
 
Craig- Tourism is way up at the Park- 37,000 visitors in one week, 27,000 last week 
1685 overnight campers at the Lower Falls in one week. Increase in non-residents, 
most likely due to Pure MI campaign.  Aug 8th Race, Race on Friday Morning on NCT 
/Rail Trail. Spaghetti Dinner at the Community Center Thurs. 5-9, $10 a Plate 
 
* Note that download cards/rack cards could be part of Race Packets*  
 
Stuart- Newberry Water main Construction by School- M123 will be closed on 
Monday July 20th, traffic detoured to side streets, closed for 2-3 weeks. Bike Race 
tents set up at Newberry Schools.  

 
Next Meeting: 

Final for this Year 
Monday, October 19th, 2015 

Whitefish Community Center at 10. 
 
 


