
TAHQUAMENON SCENIC HERITAGE ROUTE COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 18, 2006, Maple Ridge Restaurant, Eckerman 

10:00 a.m. 
 
Present:  Carmen McLaren, Luce Co. EDC; John Campbell, EUPRPDC; Vince Bevins, 
MDOT Superior Region; Bill Kabelman, Chippewa Twp. Supervisor; Dave Rusch, 
MDOT Newberry; Lark Ludlow, Camp 33 – Chair; Les Homan, DNR  
 
Meeting called to order at 10:20 a.m. – the group agreed to start the meeting, however 
due to the poor weather conditions we anticipate a few more people could possibly show 
up and we will bring any additional attendees up-to-speed. 
 
Review and approval of the minutes – Motion by Les Homan, supported by C.McLaren 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
In depth discussion regarding various sites and whether they can or can not be included 
specifically in the Heritage Route Plan.  Program regulations stipulate that For Profit 
entities cannot be listed specifically in the plan, however, we can choose to include for 
profit ventures if they are not named but just generally listed by the type of activity.  Can 
include non for profit entities, like the Museum, State Parks, etc.  Could include the 
Toonerville Trolley as a water “trail” in the trails system.  
 
Homan – Trolley is off the route, so it probably should not be included. 
 
Ludlow – canoe trips, guided fishing tours, boat tours, train tours, mentioned in 
generality within the route.  Also other recreational activities.  Logging Museum should 
also be mentioned – it is in the current update. 
 
Maps will show non-profit attractions, recreation sites, trails etc. 
 
An email from Vince Bevins was distributed to the committee regarding the signage 
within the heritage route. 
 
Vince presented the information contained in this email regarding the regulations -  
 

• Will be allowed 8 signs within the route.  Gustafson will approve the additional 6 
at the expense of the sponsor (committee, etc). 

 
• We can design our own unique sign, must be 24in. x 24in. and meet all of 

MDOT’s signage requirements (see email). 
 

• MDOT will install the signs, but the Heritage Route committee or some other 
designated local group would be responsible for maintaining them. 

 



• These regulations pertain to signs within the MDOT R-O-W, signs placed outside 
MDOT Right-Of-Way (ROW), as long as they are not located in a clear vision 
area are not regulated by MDOT, and these would fall under local jurisdiction. 

 
• Signs within MDOT ROW would be placed on existing poles, they (MDOT) will 

determine exact placement, Karrie Abbitt from the MDOT Newberry TSC would 
be the person to make this decision. 

 
• Bill Scheerer vocational skills program from Newberry, could have kids in his 

program design and construct some type of “Gateway” signs to be placed in 
public or private property. 

 
• Gateway signs would be located off the ROW to avoid restrictions and 

regulations. 
 

• Will have to locate funding sources for the signs.  FHWA, DNR, MDOT, etc.  
 

• Karrie Abbitt will be in charge of the placement of the additional 6 signs. 
 

• Gateway signs should be included in the signage plan portion of the report. 
      
The Committee unanimously agreed to proceed with the standard “Scenic” Heritage 
Route signs for the additional six locations as specified in the email (at the Curley Lewis, 
CR 407 and M-123 on either side of Paradise).  We will continue to pursue two (2) 
gateway type signs with a committee designed logo, for two locations, one on the east 
end and one on the west, to be located out of the MDOT right-of-way.  A formal vote by 
the committee on this measure at the next Committee meeting in March. 
 
Jeff Hagan agreed to take comments from committee members that call in to RSVP their 
presence at the meeting.  He will not solicit members for their opinions. 
 
Signage issues should be listed as a project in the plan, not a very in-depth discussion, 
save that after the route is designated. 
 
Next meeting will be March 15, 10am at the Maple Ridge Restaurant, the main 
agenda item for this meeting will be to discuss projects in your area that committee 
members would like included in the plan update, this will be the last opportunity for 
committee members to bring their projects to the table for inclusion in the plan.  
Also the last opportunity to discuss signage. 
 
Bill Kabelman will check on potential locations for the gateway sign on the eastern end. 
Carmen McLaren will look for locations on the west end (Newberry) 
 
 
Adjourned at 11:43 am. 
 


