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EASTERN UPPER PENINSULA PROFILE 
Produced by EUPRPDC:  2000 (Updated September 2003) 

 
POPULATION 

EUP POPULATION:  1970—2000 
EASTERN UP  % Dif/    % Dif/    %Co. Growth 
 1970  1980  1970*  1990  1980  2000  1980—2000  
 48,861  45,866  -6.1%  51,041  11.3%  57,510  25.39% 
*Figure shows percent difference from year indicated.   Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
EUP COUNTY 2000 POPULATION BY AGE   EUP COUNTY MEDIAN AGE 1970—2000  
2000  #  %    1980 1990 2000 MI:  2000 
Under 5  2,993  5.2%    31.4 35.4 37.9 35.5 
5 – 9  3,324  5.8%    Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
10 – 14  3,688  6.4% 
15 – 19  4,047  7.0% 
20 – 24  4,239  7.4% 
25 – 34  7,888  13.7% 
35 – 44  9,509  16.5% 
45 – 54  7,944  13.8% 
55 – 59  2,999  5.2% 
60 – 64  2,733  4.8% 
65 – 74  4,535  7.9% 
75 – 84  2,704  4.7 
85 +  907  1.6% 
TOTAL  57,510 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
EUP COUNTY POPULATION BY SEX 1970—2000  
 1970   1980   1990   2000   
 Male Female  Male Female  Male Female  Male Female 
# 24,803 24,058  23,160 22,706  27,304 23,737  31,311 26,199 
% 50.7% 49.2%  50.5% 49.5%  53.5% 46.5%  54.4% 45.6% 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
EUP COUNTY POPULATION BY COUNTY:  1990 – 2000        
   Census  Census  Census  Census   
Area Name  1970  1980  1990*  2000*  % Diff.*** 
Chippewa County 32,412  29,029  34,604  38,543  18.92% 
Luce County  6,660  6,659  5,763  7,024  5.47% 
Mackinac County  9,660  10,178  10,674  11,943  23.63% 
* Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census  ** Source:  2000 Census – U.S. Census Bureau 
*** Figure shows percentage difference between 1970 and 2000 
 
 
E.U.P.  POPULATION BY RACE:  1980—2000 
  Total  White   Black   American Indian 
Year  #  # %  # %  # % 
1980  45,866  41,759 91.0%  375 0.8%  3,550 7.7% 
1990  51,041  42,726 83.7%  2,191 4.3%  5,842 11.4% 
2000  57,510  44,629 77.6%  2,679 4.7%  7,217 12.5% 
 
  Asian  Other Race Hispanic Origin* Total Minority** Two or more Races*** 
Year  # % # % # %  # %  # % 
1980  74 0.25% 108 0.2% 137 0.3%  4,244 9.3%  N/A N/A 
1990  152 0.4% 95 0.3% 278 0.8%  6,529 18.9%  N/A N/A 
2000  239 0.4% 208 0.4% 829 1.4%  11,172 19.4%  2,524 4.4% 
* People of Hispanic Origin may be of any race **Excludes Hispanic Origin  ***This category is new for 2000 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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E.U.P.  POPULATION PROJECTIONS 
  2005*  2006*  2010*  2015*  2020* 
Population 56,870  56,408  62,900  67,000  71,700 
Difference** 3.3%  -0.8%  11.5%  6.5%  7.0% 
* Projected Data  **Figure shows the percent difference from last decennial year 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 

INCOME 
 
EUP MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME 1970—1990   EUP . 1999 EST.  MED. 
  % Dif/  % Dif/ Michigan  HOUSEHOLD INCOME
1979 1989 1989* 1999 79-99 1999   E.U.P.   Michigan 
$25,302 $23,941 -5.4 40,393 59.6 $53,929   $33,850   $41,963 
*Figure shows percent difference from the year indicated    Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
EUP HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN 1999    EUP INCOME TYPE 1989
Total # of households  21,049    Total Households    21,049 
Less than $10,000  2,407    With earnings    15,747 
$10,000—$14,999  1,743     Mean earnings   $38,885 
$15,000—$24,999  3,587    With Social Security Income  6,710 
$25,000—$34,999  3,169     Mean Social Security Inc.($) $11,093 
$35,000—$49,999  4,133    With Supplemental Security Inc.  925 
$50,000—$74,999  3,852     Mean Supp. Security Inc.  $6,135 
$75,000—$99,999  1,328    With public assistance income  764 
$100,000—$149,999  587     Mean public assistance income $2,177 
$150,000—$199,999  123    With retirement income   5,010 
$200,000 or more   120     Mean retirement income  $17,006 
Median Household Income 33,850    Soucre:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000 
Michigan Median Household Inc. $41,963        
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000 
         
EUP PER CAPITA INCOME*:  1980—1999 
  1980 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
EUP  $8,209 $14,683 $15,518 $15,655 $16,789 $17,894 $19,006 $19,209 $19,682 $19,679 $20,125 
Michigan $10,314 18,922 $19,324 $20,338 $21,129 $22,694 $23,508 $24,306 $25,367 $26,919 $28,095 
 
  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 % CH 2000-05 %CH 1990-05 %CH 1980-05 
EUP  $20,787 $21,537 $21,452 $22,145 $23,482 $23,790  14.4%  62.0%  189.8%   
Michigan $29,551 $29,945 $30,231 $31,138 $31,730 $32,804  11.0%  123.4%  218.1% 
*This data is not comparable to “Per Capita Income” figures from the Census Bureau  
**MI-EUP per person income for all Mich. Non metro areas 
Source:  Bureau of Economic Analysis (6/01) 
 
POVERTY STATUS IN 1999 COUNTY & STATE    
      # %  %     
Families     1,261 8.9%  7.4%   
With related children under 18 yrs.   948 14.5%  11.3%   

With related children under 5 years  467 19.4%  14.7%    
Families with female householder,  

no husband present    655 32.0  24.0%   
With related children under 18 years  611 41.0%  31.5%   

With related children under 5 years  303 56.0%  44.2%   
Individuals     6,297 12.5%  10.5%    
18 years and over     4,281 11.2%  9.3%   

65 years and over    716 9.2%  8.2%   
Related children under 18 years   1,904 15.7%  13.4% 

Related children 5 to 17 years   1,321 14.4%  12.7%    
Unrelated individuals 15 years and over  2,432 25.9%  21.8%   

With related children under 5 years  228 71.9%  64.6%   
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
 
EUP CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE:  1990-2000       

Civilian Labor 
Force   Employment Unemployment Uemp. MI Unemp.   
  # % Dif.* # % Dif.* # % Dif.* Rate % Rate   

1990 14,375 -4.3% 12,500 -4.6% 1875 -2.6% 13.0% 7.5%   
1991 14,225 -1.0% 12,275 -1.8% 1950 4.0% 13.7% 9.2%   
1992 15,475 8.8% 12,900 5.1% 2575 32.1% 16.6% 8.9%   
1993 16,450 6.3% 14,150 9.7% 2300 -10.7% 14.0% 7.1%   
1994 17,100 4.0% 14,650 3.5% 2475 7.6% 14.5% 5.9%   
1995 17,075 -0.1% 14,750 0.7% 2325 -6.1% 13.6% 5.3%   
1996 17,025 -0.3% 14,900 1.0% 2100 -9.7% 12.3% 4.9%   
1997 17,950 5.4% 15,850 6.4% 2075 -1.2% 11.6% 4.2%   
1998 17,600 -1.9% 15,525 -2.1% 2075 0.0% 11.8% 3.9%   
1999 17,925 1.8% 16,050 3.4% 1875 -9.6% 10.5% 3.8%   
2000 17,750 -1.0% 16,150 0.6% 1600 -14.7% 9.0% 3.8%   

           
EUP EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION:  1990 – 1999      
  Total Goods Producing   Service Producing   Government** 
    Industries   Industries         
  # # %*** % Dif.**** # %*** %Dif**** # %*** % Dif****

1990 11,950 1,150 9.6% -8.7% 5,950 49.8% 0.5% 4,850 40.6% 6.8% 
1991 12,225 1,125 9.2% -2.2% 6,175 50.5% 3.8% 4,925 40.3% 1.5% 
1992 12,800 1,175 9.2% 4.4% 6,725 52.5% 8.9% 4,900 38.3% -0.5% 
1993 13,650 1,275 9.3% 8.5% 7,500 54.9% 11.5% 4,875 35.7% -0.5% 
1994 14,300 1,250 8.7% -2.0% 6,175 43.2% -17.7% 6,875 48.1% 41.0% 
1995 14,875 1,350 9.1% 8.0% 6,275 42.2% 1.6% 7,250 48.7% 5.5% 
1996 15,375 1,425 9.3% 5.6% 6,325 41.1% 0.8% 7,600 49.4% 4.8% 
1997 15,425 1,375 8.9% -3.5% 6,350 41.2% 0.4% 7,700 49.9% 1.3% 
1998 15,175 1,250 8.2% -9.1% 6,350 41.8% 0.0% 7,575 49.9% -1.6% 
1999 15,525 1,300 8.4% 4.0% 6,475 41.7% 2.0% 7,750 49.9% 2.3% 
2000 15125 1125 7.4% -13.5% 6100 40.3% -5.8% 7875 52.1% 1.6% 

*  Totals may not be exact, due to rounding ** Government employment not included in Service Producing Figures  

***  Figure shows the percent each employment sector is of the total wage and salary employment    

****  Figure shows the percent difference from the preceding year Source:  Mich. Dept. of Career Dev., MESA  
 
 
EUP EMPLOYED PERSONS BY INDUSTRY 2000      
Total employed persons 16 years and over: 13,778      
Ag/Forest/Fishing Construction Manufacturing Wholesale Trade Retail Trade 

# % # % # % # % # % 
538 2.4 1,733 7.8 1.156 5.2 428 1.9 2,569 11.6 

Trans/Ware/Utilities Information FIRE* Professional Education Serv. 
# % # % # % # % # % 

999 4.5 361 1.6 830 3.8 917 4.1 5,027 22.7 
Arts/Entertainment Other Services Public Administration     

# % # % # %     
3,665 16.6 1,012 4.6 2,880 13.0     

* Finance, insurance, real estate        
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census        
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EUP OCCUPATION IN 2000 
        #  %  
Employed persons 16 years and over    22,115  100.0%   
Management, professional, and related occupations   5,739  26.0 
Service occupations      6,006  27.2 
Sales and office occupations     5,406  24.4 
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations    236  1.1 
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations  2,231  10.5 
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations  2,397  10.8 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
EASTERN U.P. MAJOR EMPLOYERS – 2005  

COMPANY NAME LOCATION PRODUCT DESCRIPTION EUPRPDC 
2005 

Michigan Dept Corrections Kincheloe Correctional institutions 1077 
Bay Mills Resort & Casino Brimley Casino resort hotel 900 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians Sault Ste. Marie Administration 801 

War Memorial Hospital Sault Ste. Marie Full service medical & surgical hospital 675 
Kewadin Hotel & Convention Center - Sault 
Tribe Sault Ste. Marie Casino hotel  with convention center 659 

Grand Hotel Mackinac Island Hotel with full service restaurant 550 
Sault Ste Marie Public Schools Sault Ste. Marie School/education 365 
State of Michigan Luce County State government 365 
State of Michigan Chippewa Co. State Government Services 361 
Lake Superior State University Sault Ste. Marie 4 year college 333 
Kewadin Shores Casino - Sault Tribe Saint Ignace Casino with lounge & full service restaurant 304 
Mackinac Straits Hospital/Hlth Saint Ignace Medical hospital with acute inpatient & long term 

care 
297 

Helen Newberry Joy Hospital Newberry Acute hospital care 280 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc Sault Ste. Marie Retail department 250 
State of Michigan Mackinac Co. State Government 247 
Key Plastics LLC Sault Ste. Marie Manufacturer 222 
Luce County/Village of Newberry Newberry Local Government 220 
Chippewa County Sault Ste. Marie County Government Services 212 
Mackinac Island Carriage Tours Mackinac Island Carriage/Transportation Services 210 
MI Department of Transportation Saint Ignace State Transportation services 198 

 
Source:  EUPRPDC, 2003 
 
 

HOUSING 
 

EUP:  VALUE OF UNITS – 2000 Number Percent 
Specified owner - occupied units 10,458 100.0% 
Less than $50,000 2,169 20.7 
$50,000 to $99,000 5,011 47.9 
$100,000 to $149,000 1,874 17.9 
$150,000 to $199,999 719 6.9 
$200,000 to $299,999 469 4.5 
$300,000 to $499,999 155 1.5 
$500,000 to $999,999 41 0.4 
$1,000,000 or more 20 0.2 
Median $80,296 (X) 
Mich. Median $114,664  
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census   
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GROSS RENT – EUP 2000 
 # % 
Specified renter-occupied units 4,866 100.0 
Less than $200 450 9.2 
$200 to $299 494 10.2 
$300 to $499 2,000 41.1 
$500 to $749 1,220 25.1 
$750 to $999 134 2.8 
$1,000 to $1,499 41 0.8 
$1,500 or more 4 0.1 
No cash rent 523 10.7 
Median (dollars) 427 (X) 
 
 
 
EUP HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS:  1990--2000    
    Occupied Housing Units         

YEAR 
Total 

Units # Total # Owner # % Mich % Renter # % Mich %
1990 30,871 17,935 13,398 74.7% 71.0% 4,537 25.3% 29.0% 
2000 32,851 21,022 15,970 76.0% 73.8% 5,052 24.0% 26.2% 

         
  Vacant Housing Units Season:  County Vacancy Rate*  

YEAR Total # Seasonal # 

Seasonal 
% of Co. 

TOT   

Seaonal 
% of MI 

TOT 
Owner 

% 
Renter 

%  
1990 12,936 9,938 32.2%  58.0% 5.5% 9.4%  
2000 11,829 9,976 30.4%  47.5% 2.5% 9.3%  

*Vacancy rate includes only those housing units that are vacant and for sale or rent  
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census      
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

  
Total 
Area* Land Area Pop. Per. Housing Units per   

2000 Sq. Miles Sq. Miles Sq. Miles Sq. Miles     
EUP 4763.6 3557.2 16.2 9.2     
Michigan 1,790.60 56,809.20 163.6 67.7     
         
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census *Includes inland, coastal, Great Lakes & territorial water. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This County Profile Produced By: 
Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission 

524 Ashmun Street 
P.O. Box 520 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
(906) 635-1581 

FAX:  (906) 632-4255 
Email:  eupregion@lighthouse.net  
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