
match provided by Chippewa 

County Emergency Services 

in the amount of $3,250 pro-

vides $20,750 for the plan 

development.  A specific 

budget had been developed 

and approved by the grant 

authorizing agency (DNR) for 

the plan development.  The 

majority of the funds, $12,250 

will be devoted to the actual 

development of the plan 

through the Eastern Upper 

Peninsula Regional Planning 

and Development office, with 

the remaining funds to used 

for educational materials, 

brochures, posters, mailings 

and advertising, meetings, 

plan copies, and homeowner 

inspections. 

Congress has made the pro-

tection of communities from 

wildfire a national priority for 

more than a decade, starting 

with the National Fire Plan 

(2000) and the Healthy For-

ests Restoration Act 

(HFRA, 2003). 

Fires can be more costly to 

suppress in the wildland-

urban interface (WUI)  ï the 

areas where homes are inter-

mixed with forests and wild-

lands.  Across the majority of 

states, debris burning is the 

most frequent human cause of 

wildfires.  These human-

caused fires can be prevented 

and the excessive cost of fire 

suppression reduced. 

One of the most successful 

tools for addressing these 

challenges is the Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan 

(CWPP).  The CWPP enables 

a community to plan how it 

will reduce the risk of wild-

fire. The plan identifies strate-

gic sites and methods for fuel 

reduction projects across the 

landscape and jurisdictional 

boundaries. 

 

Identified as one of the higher 

risk areas in Chippewa 

County, Tim McKee, Director 

for Emergency Management 

approached the Township 

Supervisor in crafting a grant 

application to the State of 

Michigan for the development 

of a CWPP in Whitefish 

Township. 

  A grant award of $17,500 to 

Chippewa County with a 

A CWPP is a detailed plan 

that has been put together by 

stakeholders in the local com-

munity who have collaborated 

to define and set the bounda-

ries of the communityôs WUI; 

identify and prioritize areas 

for hazardous fuel-reduction 

treatments in the WUI; rec-

ommend the types and meth-

ods of treatments to be used; 

and influence how federal 

funds for projects on non-

federal WUI lands may be 

obtained.  Additionally, the 

collaboration should stimulate 

or strengthen local efforts to 

reduce structure ignitability, 

enhance emergency manage-

ment and communication, and 

foster public education and 

action to reduce wildfire risk 

to life and property.   Most 

importantly the collaborative 

processes will help build trust 

and good working relation-

ships among the participants.  

 

Effective collaboration en-

sures that all bases are cov-

ered in the planning process, 

that potential problems or 

roadblocks are identified and 

dealt with, and that good use 

is made of available time and 

money. 

Background 

Why is it important? 

Whitefish Twp. Community  

Wildfire Protection Program 
M A R C H  4 ,  2 0 1 0  F A C T  S H E E T  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

What is it?  

Why is it 

needed? 

Where doe it 

fit into the 

scheme of 

things? 

Who needs to 

be involved? 

When does it 

need to be 

completed?  

Air  

suppression re-

sources included 

multiple agency 

coordination for 

Sleeper Lake Fire.  
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The Sleeper Lake 

fire, in Luce 

County, was the 

largest wildfire in 

Michigan since 

1980, burning 

18,185 acres with 

a total suppression 

cost of $7.5 million 

Firefighters protect-

ing structure in 

Sleeper Lake Fire  

Who needs to be involved? 

Timeline 
The grant period runs 

through July, 2011.  At this 

time a collaborative com-

mittee needs to be estab-

lished.  A presentation was 

made to the Fire Depart-

ment on March 1.  A future 

community-wide meeting 

will be planned shortly to 

discuss the plan and process 

in more detail.  Suggestions 

are needed for people, local 

groups and/or organiza-

tions, and government rep-

resentation. 

For more information or to 

make suggestions visit our 

website at www.eup-

planning.org  and e-mail us 

or call us at (906) 635-

1581. 

cal and state governments, 

tribes, federal government, 

fire and emergency services 

departments, public land 

management agencies, for-

est industry groups, forestry 

contractors and workers, 

insurance companies, envi-

ronmental organizations, 

community based forestry 

groups/collaboratives, wa-

tershed councils, academ-

ics, scientists or other inter-

ested individuals.  Including 

social service agencies 

helps ensure that the con-

cerns of low-income and 

special needs populations 

are addressed. 

Each participant brings to 

the effort knowledge, skills, 

ideas, and resources.  The 

more inclusive the group 

and the greater the diversity 

of interests involved, the 

more likely it is to be repre-

sentative of the community 

as a whole and to find 

broadly acceptable, mutu-

ally agreeable solutions. 

Potential participants in-

clude property owners, lo-

Preventing 

a fire is far 

safer, 

cheaper and 

easier than 

fighting 

them.  

W H I T E F I S H  T W P .  C O M M U N I T Y   
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