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PLANNING PROCESS

The Hulbert Township Board of Supervisors, in cooperation
with the Eastern Upper Peninsula Pianning & Development
Commission developed a survey to ascertain township residents
needs for recreation facilities and services., This survey formed
fhe basis for the 1988 five year recreation plan. For a
community of just over 200 people this was an ambitious plan,
however, it laid the framework for many years of development. In
the ensuing vyears Hulbert Township accomplished many of the
original goals including 1) The construction of a
24'X60'pavilion to accommodate community gatherings and events.
2) The purchase of a fiberglass slide and tunnel and the
refurbishing of a four seat swing set for the park. 3) The
purchase and installation of eight picnic tables. 4y A 60"
stainless steel BBQ, and 5) The purchase of 520 acres for trails
and campsites.

Due to the success of the Township in accomplishing these
goals; new goals are built on the continuity of the projects as
outlined in the following recreation plan.

The Hulbert Township Board, acting as the Hulbert Township
Recreation Committee, has had under consideration for the past
few months the development of the next five year recreation plan.
After consultation with the E.U.P. Regional Planning & Develop-
ment Commission, the Hulbert Township Board, at their regular
meeting on January 11, 1994, held open discussion of the proposed

plan and adopted the following resolution,




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a local recreation plan is required for participation
in the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund, +the Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund, and the Michigan Recreation Bond

Program; and

WHEREAS, the Hulbert Township Board, acting as the Hulbert
Township Recreation Planning Committee , has completed and
submitted for review and adoption the "Hulbert Township

Recreation Plan";

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hulbert Township Board
go on record as adopting the above stated Hulbert Township

Recreation Plan.

Kenneth R. Blow, Supervisor

DATE




SECTION I
OVERVIEW OF THE TOWNSHIP
Hulbert Township is situated in the extreme western part of
Chippewa County and lies within the area described as T45N, T46N
and RT7W. It 1is rectangular in shape, 12 miles long
(North/South), and six miles wide (East/West). It covers 72 sq.

miles of total area of which approximately one square mile is

inland lake, About 53 percent of the total 1land (23,750.52)
acres is in public ownership {State), 15 percent is privately
owned (6,784.27 acres) and the rest , 32 percent (14,286.64
acres) 1is under corporate ownersh;p. It is bounded by Luce

County on the west, Mackinac County on the south,Whitefish
Township of Chippewa County on the north and Chippewa and Trout
Lake Townships of Chippewa County on the east. Highway M-28 runs
east/west through the township. The most important features of
the +township are wild timberland, fishing streams, and an
abundance of wildlife. All of these characteristics provide a
scenic and natural environmental.

The total population of the township was 251 in 1980,
decreasing to 208 in 1990. (-17%) The factors most responsible
for +this decrease were a decline in lumbering activities and the
elimination of services by the railroad. This decreasing
population trend is turning around and is anticipated to level
off by the end of this decade. In view of the trend of urban
migration back to their roots and recreational interests

involving the location ¢of second homes or seascnal hdmes it is




expected that Hulbert Township will benefit in population
numbers.

About 29% of the population in 1990 was 65 years of age or
older; 37 persons or 18% of the population were under eighteen
Years of age. The average age of the Hulbert Township
Residents, according to the 1990 census, was 47.5 years.

A number of tourists wvisit +the area annually. Hulbert
Twp.Center, the main economic and social activity center in the
township, is 1located two miles north of Hulbert Corners on
Highway M-28. During the lumbering era Hulbert was an important
lumber distribution center, however current employment
opportunities are more numercus in the tourist service business
than in the forest industry. Beoat tours along the Tahguamenon
River, horseback riding, snowmobiling, and hunting and fishing
are the major tourist attractions. Hulbert Township has the
potential to develop more recreation facilities and commercial

businesses related to the tourism business.

NATURAL AND CULTURAL VARIABLES AND DETERMINANTS

Slope Interpretation

Most of the township is fairly level and there are few areas

which would not accommodate development.

Soil Characteristics

Soil characteristics are factors in the physical evaluation

of an area. They are important in determining building




foundation strength, effectiveness of on-site sewage disposal,
plant fertility, erosion hazards, and drainage conditions.

About one half of the township is muck soil and the second
half consists of clay soils and sandy soils. Most of the clay
soils are located in the northwest and southwest corner of the
township, whereas most of the sandy soils are around the town of
Hulbert, Hulbert Corners, and Hulbert Lake.

Vegetative Cover and Swampy Areas

There are three types of areas: 1) forest land, 2) swamp
area, and 3) open land which includes agricultural land. One half
of the area of the township is swamp and the rest is forest,
except for small patches of the cleared land.

Although most of the original forest has been cut, there is
a good stand of second growth timber at this time.

Geology

The study of the geological conditions of the +township
indicate that bedrock is greater than ten feet, therefore making
land surface good for development for residential, commercial and
industrial activities.

Land Ownership

There are three types of land ownership: 1) private, 2)
public (State and Federal), and 3) corporate. Of the total 72
sguare miles, 38.16 sg. miles or 53 percent are under public
{State) ownership. Private ownership consists of about 10.8 sq.
miles or 15 percent ,and 23.04 sg. miles or 32 percent of the

total township area are under corporate ownership. Most of the




private land is around Hulbert Lake, Hulbert Corners, the town of
Hulbert, and along Hulbert Road in the northwest portion of the
township. Public and corporate ownership make up the rest of the
areada.

Exigting Structural Development

Man-made structurail information is divided into four
categories: 1) year around residences, 2) seasonal homes, 3)
public buildings (churches, town halls, etc.) and 4) commercial
facilities. Most of the seasonal development is concentrated
around Hulbert Lake and North Hulbert Road, whereas most of the
residential development is in the town of Hulbert. Commercial
development 1s around Hulbert Corners, and in the town of
Hulbert. The remainder of the area in the township is rugged
wilderness and has limited access. There are 201 homes in the
township; 78 are year around owner and renter occupied units.

Major commercial and industrial structures include Serenity
Corners Motel and Gas Station, Shady Acres Excavating ,Tammy Lynn
Motel, Sno-Shoe Inn, Hulbert Lake Lodge, Tahgquamenon Hotel,
American Legion, Happy Hour Tavern, Wildlife Acres Apartment
Building, Kalio Forest Products and garage, and public
buildings - U.S. Post Office, Community Center (a multi-activity
center for senior citizens and other group uses, fire hall and
ambulance center), Chippewa County Road Commission Garage, United

Methodist Church and Hulbert Baptist Church.




Education
School c¢hildren attend the Tahquamenon Area Schools in

Newberry, 22 miles to the West.

Transportation

Highway M-28 is the only all weather road in the township.
Hulbert Road 1is a paved road running north and south through the
township. There is also one small private airstrip which can be
used by small aircraft.

Utilities

The township is served by Cloverland Electric Company in

Sault Ste. Marie. Bottled gas is furnished by Petrolane from
Newberry and by Bowman Company of Guliiver. Natural gas is not
available. Heating o©il is furnished by Shute 0il Company of

Rudyard. Telephone service 1is provided through Hiawatha Phone
Company located in Munising. Superior Sanitation services
provides garbage pickup and are located in Sault Ste. Marie.

No public water and sewer system exists in the township.All
homes and commercial developments have wells and on-site septic
systems.

Public Safety

The Chippewa County Sheriff's Department serves the law
enforcement needs of the township. The Michigan State Police are
also available for emergency situations.

The township has a fire protection service, and works

closely with Chippewa Township, Whitefish Township, and Trout




Lake in emergencies. A number of local volunteers are certified
to handle emergency situations.

Mest people are served at the medical facilities located in
Newberry and Sault Ste. Marie. Emergency medical personnel live

in the township and an ambulance is available.

Community Facilities

The community center is used for various social
activities, including public meetings, senior citizen nutrition
programs and health programs.

Climate
The township has a continental climate, with comparatively

cold winters and cool summers.
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SECTICON 11

RECREATION INVENTORY

Item Ownership Description
A, Multi Purpose Township CAA meals, activities
Activity Center craft workshops, Bible

studies, book exchange
yvouth activities & games
adult activities.

B. Ball Diamond Township Softball & Kickball

C. Township Park Township Outdoor restrooms, swings
siide, basketball court,
covered BBQ pit,ice rink
pPlay area, picnic tables
pavilion, horse shoe pit

D. American Legion Public Building w/space for

Post dinners, bingo, pool

tables, community

programs
E. American Legion Public 16 campsites with
Campgrounds electric hookups, horse-

shoe pits (3), outdoor

restrooms, picnic tables.
F. Corner Park Private Community donates labor

to maintain wooden swing,

picnic table, chair.
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G. Happy Hour Tavern-Private

Wildlife Acres Private

Snowmobile Trails-Private

& X-Country Skiing

Sno-~Sheoe Inn Private

Hulbert Lake Public
Private

Hulbert Lake Private

Lodge

Twp. Park Township

12

Pocl table,shuffle boards
video games, weekly dance
Apartment building w/view
of deer feeding area.
Groomed by landowner for
public use.

Cabins & camping, plus
horseback riding

Access to swimming and
beoating (sm. craft)

Sm. boat rental, club &
restaurant

520 acres (undeveloped)




SECTION 111
ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
Hulbert Township Board consists of five members.

Supervisor - Kenneth Blow

Clerk - Earl Avery
Treasurer - James Bolda
Trustee - Geri Drake
Trustee - Ruby Stanley

The Township Board, acting as the Recreation Planning
Committee, worked with the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional
Planning and Development Commission in developing its recreation
plan.

The Township Board is aware of the responsibilities
assgociated with the use of any funding received for the develop-
ment of recreation projects herein, and has the funds available
to provide necessary maintenance for these developments.

Once the Hulbert Recreation Plan is approved by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, the Township Board will assume
f1:11 responsibility for its implementation as well as the
maintenance and operations of all township owned recreation

facilities.
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SECTION IV
BASIS FOR ACTION PLAN
The five-vyvear plan was developed on the following basis:
1. A survey conducted in 1988 set the stage for a long term
recreational development plan. Although much has Dbeen
accomplished towards the fulfillment of this plan, there is still
enough on the drawing board that is currently viable and
desirable, to carry out a five year development strategy. 2.
There are knowledgeable and committed local corganizations who are
responsible for recreation/tourism facilities and program
development and operation. These organizations have a proven
track record in meeting these responsibilities. 3. The area is
capable of generating revenues for operation maintenance and
contribution to continued growth. 4. The successful use of the
already in place portion of the recreation program indicates a
positive outcome for the new five year program by local residents
and tourists alike. 5. The impact this continued development will
have on the local tourism industry is positive and should prove

to be a very real bonus for the tourism attraction program.
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SECTION 1V
ACTION PLAN

YEAR IMPROVEMENT COST & ANTICIPATED

FUNDING SOURCES

1994 Purchase & installation of playground 55,500
equipment for Township Park.

1994 Development of plans for equestrian $15,000
trails, engineering, architectural, and
design of corral, hay barn, and boarding
stable. ( see new development site map)

1894 Horsemanship classes and lessons Local

1994 costs LAWCON $10,250 - Local $10,250

1995 Creation of bike and walking trail. $2,000
(From Hulbert Corners M-28 to Hulbert)

1995 Construction of storage building to $25,000
house township's existing and newly
acquired eguipment.(adjacent to Twp. Pk.)

1995 costs Recreation Bond 820,250 - Local %6, 750

1996 General maintenance and repairs to $1,500~1ocal
restrooms, benches, tables, playground
equipment located in Twp. Park.

1996 costs Local

15




1997 Installation of multi-purpose courts 821,400
Township Park location

1997 Pavilion improvements (Twp. Park) 85,500
1997 Costs MNR Trust Fund $20,175 - Local 56,725

1998 Equestrian Trail Development g not known

located on 520 acre parcel
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First Year Development

The ongoing acguisition of playground equipment is underway.
Equipment that is safe for children as well as handicapped
persons, equipment that will represent the logging heritage of
the area has been selected. There are several adult foster care
homes in the area and equipment that could be used by them will
be instalied. Park benches will be placed near the area to
accommodate on-lockers and - to be used by skaters in the rink
area.

The township, with funding from the Natural Resources Trust
Fund, has purchased 520 acres for the developmént of campsites
and equestrian trails . The Michigan Eastern Upper Peninsula
Trails Association has organized for the purpose of designing
and implementing an action plan relating to equestrian trail
development. Equestrian groups and organizations throughout the
State of Michigan have shown an interest in participating in
activities, shows and competitions if the facilities become
available, Year one will see plans being developed to construct
an arena for shows, competitions, lessons; a holding area and
boarding stables for horses; and storage for feed and equipment,
ect.

Simultaneously, and as part of the total equestrian
development plan, there would be a specially designed physical
therapy program. The township has been contacted by a licensed
physical therapist who has previously worked in equestrian

rehabilitation, and who has offered to help design this program.
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Other projects include horsemanship lessons and classes in
the wvarious forms of riding - pleasure, Dressage, English,
Western, Hunter and Jumper; classes and workshops on caring for
horses and equipment; safety in caring and handling the
animals;and supervised/guided trail rides for groups and
individuals.This development will allow for day-long trail rides
and, at a later date o¢vernight camping in a beautiful, natural
setting.

Year Two

Another element of the trails development will be clearing
to a five foot shoulder width and adding and packing dirt
allowing for a safe two-mile walking and bicycling trail £from
Hulbert Corners (M-28) to Hulbert.

The Township will concentrate it efforts on expanding the
trails system onto State and Federal lands.

A priority for vyear two is the construction of a storage
building to provide adeguate protection and storage for existing
and newly-acquired equipment. The present storage facility is in
poor condition and there is no room for additional equipment
storage.This development is of primary concern to the township
board and ranks high as a much needed project.

Year Three

Upgrading and care of existing facility will be emphasized
including painting of restrooms, weatherizing the pavilion,
etc.The township will also take this year to assess its financial

situation and recreation development plan progress. Additionally,
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they will continue planning equestrian activities and expansion

of trail onto nearby federal land

Year Four

An ice rink for winter time recreation that can be converted
to a multi-purpose court for summertime recreation including
tennis, volleyball, basketball, and shuffleboard. The township
sees this as a much needed addition to the community's recreation
facilities and anticipates the usage to be by local residents
and visitors to the area.

Another project scheduled for year four, is the purchase of
screens and plywood for the pavilion in order to make it
convertible into a winter storage area.

Year Five

Additional work on the trails project would be the
development of historical and directional signage to identify
flora and fauna and to lay out different trail distances etc.

The construction of boarding stables for horses and parking
areas for vehicles and trailers.

The addition of needed equipment for park and trail

maintenance, as resources permit.
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HULBERT TOWNSHIP

LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF CHIPPEWA
COUNTY, MICHIGAN.
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HULBERT TOWNSHIP

SPECIFIC SITE LOCATION FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT
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HULBERT TOWNSHIP

EXISTING RECREATIONAL. SITE SPECIFIC LOCATIONS
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