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Introduction

In April 1987, the Columbus Township Board of Supervisors-met with
staff from the Eastern UiP. Regional Planning and Development Commission
to develop a recreation plan which recognizes the need for:

1. Recreation faulities and programs to provide active and passive
recreational activities for towhship residents; and

2. A location for community activities and events;
3. An area where visitors can relax and enjoy the area.

The present township park site provides a place where residents can
hold ballgames. The township also hosts dits annual "McMillan" Daysﬂfestival
each year on this site. Playground equipment has been purchased and needs
to be set up.

The township has acquired this land which needs to be developed.

The survey concluded that the park faclility has the greatest potential

for further development.




Planning Process

The Columbus Fownship Board, in conjunction with the Eastern U.P.
Regional Planning and Development Commission, developed and recreation
survey to determine the needs and wishes of the residents of Columbus
Township regarding recreation.

The Township Board and E.U.P. Regional Plamming staff then analyzed
the results ofithensurvey.

Using the survey results, the existing recreational facility inventory,
cost estimates of projected facility developments and maintenance costs of
existing and projected facilities, tﬁe CEB and the E.U.P. Regional Planning
staff developed the Columbus Township Recreation Plan,

The results of the survey showed that the residents were in favor of
developing the park and adjacent-area.

The next step was to call a public meeting, in conjuction with the
regularly scheduled Township Board meeting. to discuss the findings of
the survey and to get additional input for the plan.

A notice of the meeting was posted throughout the township and in the
Newberry News on

The meeting was held at the township hall at

The minutes of the meeting were recorded by




SECTION 1
TOWNSHIP DESCRIPTION

Columbus Township is located in the west central corner of Luce County
and lies within the area described as T47N-R1l and 12W. It 1s bordered
by McMillan Township to the north and east and Lakefield Township to the south,
échoolcraft County borders the township to the west., (Map 1) The total
land area of the township is 143 square mileg(91.5 acres). The most
important natural feature is that the township ties in with Tahquamenon . River
State Forest. The Tahquamenon- River runs through the township and connects
to numerous lakes and streams which provide excellent fishing opportunities
for residents and tourists.

McMillan 1is the only community in the township. The economic main-
stay of the township is forest products and industry, railroads, and
recreation-associated businesses.

School-aged children are bussed to

Utilities provided to the township include telephone and electricity.
Sewer and water are provided by septic/drainfield systems and private wells.

Transportation systems include a paved and gravelled road network.
State highway M-28 and several county roads provide acecess to and from the
township. Soo Line Railroad Company mainlines intersect in Columbus -
Township. There are no public airports in the township. The Luce County

Adirport facility is located approximately 15 miles west of McMillan ;

The 1980 U.S. Census population for Columbus Township was 293. This

represents an increase of 12 people from 1970. An analysis of the 1980 census

age distribution indicates that 5.5 percent or 16 people are under £ive
years of age; 24.5 percent or 72 people are between five and 18 yvears of
age; 56 percent of the population, or 176 people are between the ages of

18 .and 64; and that 29 people, or 14 percent are over the age of 65....




Females comprise 49,8 percent of the township's population at 146;

while males number 147. The ﬁajority of residents live within a five-mile
-radius or the unincorporated village of McMillan (see Map '}. The

village is approximately one-—quarter mile east of the township hall.

The climate of the township dis similar to that of other parts of the
EUP. énowfall averages between 80 and 100 dinches per‘year and precipitation
annually yields about 30 inches. There are generally no freezing temperatures
from May 25 to September 15,

A major river in the Township is the Tahquamenon.




NAME

Public land
B e

Tahquamenon River
Township Park

Township Hall

Snowmobile Trail

SECTION TI
RECREATION RESOURCE INVENTORY

OWNERSHIP

Federal/State

State/Federal
Township |

Township

Federal /DNR

FACTLITIES

Available for a variety
of activities-fishing,
hunting, camping,
snowmobiling, etec.

Baseball/Softball
area
Hall, Kitchen
facilitdies




SECTION IIT

The Columbus Township Board is the authorized entity to undertake
recreation -and community planning activities. The board is also authorized to
administer the operatlon, maintenance and development of the Township Park

and adjacent areas,
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MAP 3 TOPOGRAPHY
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SOILS

COLUMBUS

MAP 4

\
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SANDY SOIL

REGIONAL PLANKING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

IN COOPERATION WITH THE SQIL CONSERVATION

SERVICE, SROWS GENERALIZED SOIL INFORMATION

AND 15 ROT SUITABLE FOR DETAILER PLAKNING. fF
PROVIDES USEFUL INFORMATION FOR GENERAL

PLANNING ONLY.
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MAP 5 VEGETATIVE COVER
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MAP 6 LAND USE
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MAP 8 RECREATION AREAS
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