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Eastern UP Materials Management Planning Committee 
 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025; 1:30 p.m. 
EUP Regional Planning & Development Office; Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

 
Members Present 
Beth Christiansen, LSSU   Bill Henry, Luce County 
Jeff Hagan, DPA    Jim Smith, GFL 
Jim Traynor, Chippewa County  Joel Krupa, NTI 
Jordan Chisholm, Superior Café  Kelly Freeman, City of Sault Ste. Marie 
Mike Patrick, Mackinac County  Sherry Kruch, Reina Recycling    
Teresa Schanski, HSC Foundation Inc.* Tim Harrow, GFL 
 
*Attended Virtually 
 
Guests 
Krystal Traux, Drummond Island Twp. Tracy Tomaszewski, EGLE* 
 
Staff 
Jeff Hagan  Jenni Neal  Kim Wilcox  Matt Sawle 
Seth Harris   
 
CALL TO ORDER; INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by M. Patrick. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Krystal Traux, Drummond Island Supervisor, indicated that there is interest on Drummond 
Island for recycling and would like to learn more about the MMPC and Materials Management 
Plan. 
 
APPROVAL OF MMPC MINUTES—February 26, 2025 
K. Freeman moved to approve the February 26, 2025, EUP Materials Management Planning 
Committee minutes as presented. J. Smith supported. Motion passed. 
  
EMMET COUNTY SITE VISIT RECAP 
EUP Regional Planning & Development Staff provided an overview of their recent tour of the 
Emmet County Recycling Center. The Emmet County Recycling Model began over 30 years, 
currently has over 30 full-time county employees, and has been thriving in providing recycling 
and composting services in Northern Michigan. 
 
This comprehensive two-hour tour was very informative in describing the operation, including 
the many items they accept for recycling and the end market process of the recycled products. 
Emmet County Recycling started small and were very policy oriented while setting up the 
program goals. The program has expanded to accept a variety of items from cardboard to 
motor oil. There is also onsite composting and a small waste transfer site. Staff also mentioned 
that economic development increases with developing a circular economy with the end market 
opportunities of recycled products. 
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MATERIALS MANAGEMENT PLAN DEVELOPMENT/TIMELINE 
Jenni Neal indicated that the next step of the process will be documenting existing conditions 
and collecting data about site locations and providers. Sherry Kruch, Reina Recycling, provided a 
handout of recycling providers in the Eastern Upper Peninsula which may be useful for the plan 
development. 
 
In order to formulate a well-rounded plan, each committee member was asked what they 
would like to be included in the Materials Management Plan. 

• Kelly Freeman:  Disposal of large items. 
• Jordan Chisholm:  Flexibility of operational times for recycling/landfill  drop off points. 
• Mike Patrick:  Would like to see more recycling opportunities especially in West 

Mackinac County as that area is currently underserved. 
• Jim Traynor:  Described the food digester in Kinross which, unfortunately, is not in 

operation any longer. It was noted that Kinross Township no longer has any interest in 
overseeing the system. 

• Joel Krupa:  Mentioned that there should be flexibility within the plan to accommodate 
each of the three counties in the region.  

• Krystal Traux:  Accessibility of capacity especially for remote communities. 
• Sherry Kruch:  Drop off locations have reasonable accessibility. 
• Teresa Schanski:  Would like to reestablish a drop off, collection site in West Mackinac 

County as a “hub and spoke” model. 
• Bill Henry: Metal recycling. 
• Tim Harrow:  Lithium battery recycling. 
• Jim Smith:  Ongoing tire recycling not only events. 
• Beth Christiansen:  Public education of merits of recycling, accessibility, and electronic 

recycling. 
 
EGLE UPDATES—Tracy Tomaszewski, EGLE 
Tracy Tomaszewski provided the following updates from EGLE: 

• There was a “goal setting” session at the recent MRC Conference. A recording and slides 
from this session will be posted on the EGLE and MRC websites which may be helpful in 
formulating goals to be included in the Materials Management Plan. 

• She also noted that recycling infrastructure grant applications will be available soon. 
• Tracy mentioned that she plans to be in the region during July/August and may be able 

to assist in goal setting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Prior to adjourning the meeting, it was noted that the next MMPC meeting will be held Late 
July/Early August. The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. following a motion by J. Traynor and 
support by J. Chisholm. 


